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PREFACE. 



In presenting the following remarks on a 
subject confessedly mysterious, and there- 
fore difficult, and which has engaged the 
attention of such" minds as Owen and 
Howe; Barrow and Tillotson ; Edwards 
and Warburton ; Toinlihe, Scott, Heber, 
and indeed, not to mention living authors, 
most theological writers from St. Augus- 
tine, downwards, the author by no means 
sypposes that he can offer anything either 
entirely neWf or can even elucidate ths(t 
which, to them was involved in obscurity. 
The mode in which the Holy Spirit 
operates upon the human mind, as well as 
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the point where human agency ceases, 
and the Divine begins, have ever been; 
and probably ever will remain^ in this 
world, beyond the range of our faculties. 
The^cfe of the case are, however^ ftwr 
from being exhausted, as the following 
pages evince. 

The first chapter is not intended as 
a disquisition on the terms translated 
Spirit, but as a brief outline of the prin* 
cipal senses in which they actually occur. 
Much, therefore, remains to be dol!ie 
under that head. And the same remark 
applies to other topics touched upon in 
that, and in the subsequent chapters. 

But he may, perhaps, be permitted to 
state that his desire has been to follow 
the all-important advice, or maxim, of 
Bengelius, **Qui bene distinguet, bene 
docet," he who distinguishes well, teaches 
well, and, on that principle, to show what. 
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upon the Whole^ appears to htm the Scr^>- 
ture-vietv^ of Divide Ag^ency, apart from 
all extraneous subjects ; — timt it coincides 
with the constitution of man, is borne out 

» 

by analog, and, like all other operations 
of the Deity, is inseparably connected with 
means. 

How far he has succeeded is not for 
him to deiermtne ; but if, by bring^ing the 
subject before the public in a condensed, 
and somewhat definite form, the writer 
shall be the means of drawing the atten- 
tion of his younger brethren to the inves- 
tigation of it, much ore of intrinsic value 
may, by their separate, though, in the 
result, united labours, be collected and 
deposited in the common treasury of the 
church for the benefit of all. 

Of its importance none even but slightly 
acquainted with the Scriptures can doubt. 
It is the fire upon our Christian altars. 
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It is that which alone can render our 
ministrations efficient. It is the light, 
and beauty^ . and glory of the sanetuar j. 
It is, in short) the legacy bequeathed by 
<Mir Divine Master to his church till thai 
peiriod shall arrive, when the angel of the 
Apocalypse, settiiig ^^his right foot upon 
the sea, and his left foot upon. the earth, 
and lifting up his hand to heaven^ shail 
swear by him that liveth for ever and 
ever, that there shall be time no longer/' 
Rev. X. 2 — 6. 
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CHAPTER I. 



On the meaning of the terms Spirit as 
employed hy the Sacred JVriters. 

The variety of meanings, though analo- 
gous, attached by the sacred writers to 
the Hebrew word Rimch^ and to the 
Greek word Pnevmaj have thrown, in 
the apprehension of some, a degree of 
obscurity, if not of uncertainty, over the 
personality of the Holy Spirit, But, in- 
dependently of that perspicuity with 
which every writer expresses himself, 
whose desire is to be understood, the 

B 
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supposition of their having employed the 
respective terms so indefinitely as to leave 
it doubtful to their readers whether they 
intended an intelligent being, or an attri- 
bute — a quality, or the wind, is incon- 
sistent with their inspiration ; and, if 
admitted, would render the Scriptures 
often unintelligible on a subject of infi- 
nite moment, would unsettle the faith of 
plain minds, and would generate an uni- 
versal indifference to their paramount 
authority. 

So far, however, is this from being the 
case, that the writers of the New Testa- 
ment in particular have, in given in- 
stances, marked with the utmost precision 
the sense in which they use the term 
rendered Spirit. Whether the primitive 
meaning usually attributed to the terms 
be correct is immaterial, since it is not 
intended to trace their etymology, but to 
exhibit the various senses in which they 
actually occur. Both words then are 
used^ 
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I. In the sense of breath ;^ — and to 
express either the means^ or the perfect 
ease with which the Almighty extirpates 
his enemies.^ 

II. In the sense of windj* — to the in- 
visibility of which our Lord compares the 
operations of the Spirit on the human 
mind ; — while its instability supplied the 
writers of the Old Testament especially 
with a beautiful image of unsuccessful 
efforts ;^ — as its impetuosity did of the 
desolation occasioned by an invading 
army.* 

Hence, the air being a necessary, 
powerful, and invisible agent, we pass, by 
an easy transition, to 

III. The sense of intelligent beings. 
It is applied to the intellectual part of 

man as opposed to his animal and corpo- 



» Gen. vi. 17; vii. 22. * Rev. xiii. 15? xi. 11 T 

Job ix. 18. Lam. iv.20. &c. 
« Isa. xi. 4. * 2 Thess. ii. 8. 

* Gen. iii. 8 ; vili. 1. ' John iii. 8. 

* Job XV. 2. Kccles. ▼. 16. 
laa. zxvi. 18« Hosea zii. 1. 

» Jer.iv. 11,12. 

B 2 
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real parts ;^ — to angels, whether fallen,^ 
or in a state of integrity f — to the Deity ;^ 
and though it may be doubted whether 
the term is ever applied in the Old Tes- 
tament to the Messiah, unless it be ad- 
mitted that the 6th verse of the d3rd 
Psalm is a parallelism, in which case the 
writer seems to identify him with the 
creating Spirit of God, yet St. Paul, in 
his discourse *^ touching the resurrection 
of the dead," comparing the first and 
second Adam, styles the latter ^* a quick- 
ening spirit ;"^ — and finally, the sacred 
writers have appropriated the term pre- 
eminently to him, who, for want of a 
more appropriate word, is denominated 
the third person or hypostasis in the 
sacred Trinity, and who is represented as 
being — "the Spirit of God'** — the Spirit 

^ Eccles. xii. 7, &c» * 1 Thess. y. 23. Heb. xii. 

93. 
7 1 Kings zxii. 21. Zech. ^ £ph. ii. t. 

xiii. 2. 1 Sam. zyi. 14. 

• Ps. civ. 4. Zech. vi. 5. • Heb. i. 14. &c. 

* Jobn iy. 24. 
» 1 Cor. xy. 45. 
*Gen.i.2. Jobxxxiii.4. > Matt. iu. 16 ; xii. 28. 

1 Cor. iii« 16. 
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of the Lord'**— "the H0I7 Spirit'**— 
the "good Spirit"^—" his Spirit "<*—" my 
Spirit"^— "thy Spirit"^— " the Spirit of 
Christ"^— and emphatically '' the Spirit/** 
IV. The next meaning is easily dedu- 
cible from the last, since it is transferred 
by an ordinary figure of speech from the 
cause to the efficty — from the person to 
his infiiience : whether that influence re- 
late to his ordinary communications,^ — 
to his miraculous gifts,^ — to the doctrine 



' Isa. xl. 13 ; Ixi. 1. 

* PB.li.ll. I8a.lxm.10, 
11. 

* Neh. ix. 20. Ps. cxliii. 
10. 

* Isa. xxxiv. 16 ; xlviii. 
16. Zech. Tii. 12. 

' Gen. yi.3. 

* Ps. cxxxiz. 7; civ. SO. 
Neh. iz. 30. Ps. li. 12. 

> Numb. zi. 26 ; zzyii. 18. 
1 Cbron. zii. 18 ; xzriii. 12. 
Isa. zzzii. 15. Esek. i. 21.; 
ill. 12, &o. 

* Esek. zi. 19. 

* Namb. zi. 17, 26. 2 
Kings ii. 9, 15. Dan. y. 12. 
Ezek. zzzTii. 1. Joel ii. 18. 



' Luke iv. 18. 2 Cor. 
111. 17. 

* Matt. zii. 32. Luke xii. 
12. 



• 1 Cor. ii. 10. 

7 Matt. xii. 18. Acts ii. 
17. 



» Gal. ir. 6. 1 Pet. i. 11. 

' Mark. i. 10; xiii. 11. 
Luke iii. 22. John i. 32. 
Acts i. 16 ; z. 19 ; zz. 28 ; 
zzviii. 25. Eph. iv. 30. 1 
Tim. iv. 1. Heb. iii. 7, &c. 

' John iii. 6. 

' John yii. 39. Acts ii. 
17 ; xix. 2. 
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taught by Christ and his apostles,* — or to 
being full of the Holy Ghost/ &c. 

V. The last application of the terms 
is to the effects produced by tkat eflPect, or 
by that influence, and bears the different 
meanings of sentiment,^ — of disposition/ 
of feeling,® — of scope^ end, or design.^ 

Shades of difference may doubtless be 
perceived, but these are the principal 
meanings attached to the words by the 
respective writers of both the earlier and 
the later covenant. Whence it appears, 
that the writers of the^rwi^ have used the 
term mn, ruach, in almost every sense in 
which the latter have used the term 
TTvcv^a, pneuma ; that the sense in which 
it actually occurs must be determined 

* Isa. xi. 4. * John vi. 63. 2 Cor. UL 6. 

* Exod. xxxi. 3. Deut. * Acts iv. 8 ; vi. 3, &c. 
xxziv. 9. Micab iii. 8 ? 

« l.lohniv. 2. 
' Ezrai.t,5. 2Chron.xxi. ^ Luke ix. 55. 

16; xxxvi. 22. Ps. li. 10. 
Hag. i. 14. Hosea iv. 12. 
- 8 Judges viii. 3. Eccles. ® Gal. vi. 1. 

X. 4. Jer. li. 15. Zech.vi.S. 

' Rev. xix. 10; and Bishop 
Kurd's Sermon 2nd on Pro- 
phecy, note m, p. 31. 
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chiefly by the context ; and, that no ante- 
cedent objection can be taken to the per- 
sonality of the Holy Spirit from the term 
by which he is designated ; since the 
same term is applied, not to mention 
angels, to the Deity, to Jesus Christ, and 
to men, whose personality has never been 
questioned ; while a reference to the 
Greek of the New Testament shows that 
the waiters " have clearly, and in strict 
conformity with the analogy of language, 
distinguished the influence from the per- 
son of the Spirit ;" — for " in the passages 
which, from their ascribing personal acts 
to the Trvevfxa ayioVf are usually adduced to 
prove the personality of the Blessed Spirit, 
the words Trvevfia and wvev/jia ayiov invari- 
ably have the article. See particularly 
Mark i. 10. Luke iii. 22. John i. 32. 
Acts i. 16, and xx. 28. Eph. iv. 30. 
Mark xiii. 11. Acts x. 19) and xxviii. 
25. 1 Tim. iv. 1. Heb. iii. 7. &c. In 
these passages there is no renewed men- 
tiony nor any other possible interpretation 
of the article, but the use of it Kar' c'So^Wj 
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can mean only the one spiritual agent of 
acknowledged and pre-eminent dignity."* 
The same idea is therefore conveyed to 
general readers still more forcibly, if pos- 
sible, by the manner in which they speak 
of him. For though the Greek noun it- 
self be neuter^ they join it with masculine 
pronouns, agreeably to the usage of the 
New Testament writers, when the change 
is from the neuter gender to a personal 
object.^ Thus, " The Holy Ghost— iJe 
shall teach you all things/' " TVhom I 
will send unto you — He shall testify of 
me/' " I will send him unto you." 
"When he is come." "When he the 
Spirit of truth is come, — He shall not 
speak of himself.'' " He shall glorify 
me." The Spirit said, "separate me," 
&c. " The Spirit of promise, who is the 
earnest of our inheritance." " The Spirit 
said, / have sent them.'* " As the Holy 
Ghost saith, to-day if ye will hear his 

* Bishop Middleton's Doc- * SeeMatt.xxriii.l9. Joho 

trine of the Greek article, &o. xrii. 2. Acts xv. 17, &c. 
on Matt. i. 18. pp. 165 — 170. 
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voice.'* " By the Holy Ghost who dwel- 
leth in us.''* 

And, though the Scriptures are the 
final authority by which the truth of 
christian doctrine must be determined, it 
unquestionably tends to confirm our belief 
when we learn that others, how widely 
soever they may have differed from us 
in other respects, viewed the same subject 
in the same, or in a similar light. Thus, 
the Jews of the ancient synagogue, not- 
withstanding the cabalistical allegories 
which they have interwoven with their 
statements, regarded the Spirit as " He 
by whom God would raise the dead : and 
from whom men receive true wisdom.'** 



' John zir. 26. ; xy. 26 ; 
xri. 7, 8, 13, 14. Acts xiiL 
2. £ph. i. 14. Acts x. 20. 
Heb. iii. 7. 2 Tim. i. 14. 
Compare Acts xxviii. 25, with 
the Hebrew of Isa. vi. 8, 9. 
and Ezek. iii. 22, 24. Should 
not K:|n> in Isa. xxxiy. 16, be 
rendered ^* Hb" thus, "His 
Spirit he hath gathered them V* 

^ Synop. Lib. Sohar. Cha* 
dasch. f. XT. 4« as quoted by 
Bishop Heber. Bamp. Lect. 



ii. notes h, I, Fftges 1 ()S, 4. — 
Bishop Middleton's Doctrine. 
Greek art. on Matt. xiv. 2. 
Grotias, replying to the ob- 
jections of the modem Jews, 
asks. Quid enim est, curmagis 
id christianis objiciatur quam 
^-cabalistis, qui Deum distin- 
guuntin trialumina, et quidem 
monnuUi iisdem, quibus chris- 
tiani, nominibus, Patris, Fi- 
lii, sive Verbi, et Spirit^ 
Sancti? £t ut id sumam, 

b5 
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And, if those impostors, Simon the magi- 
cian, (or according to others, Helena,) 
Manes, Montanus, and Mohammed, did 
not regard the promise of the Paraclete, 
(the Comforter,) as relating to a person^ it 
will be difficult, if not impossible, to ac- 
count for their having respectively assum- 
ed the title :^ while ecclesiastical history 
acquaints us with the fact that, the primi- 
tive gnostics, part at least of the Ebion- 
ites, the Nazarenes, Arius and Macedo- 
nius, &c., however they differed as to his 
rank in the scale of intelligent beings, did 
not deny his personality.^ 



qaod apud omnes Hebrsos 
maxime confessum est, spin* 
tus ille, qao ag^tati sant Pro- 
phetae, non est aliquid crea- 
turn, et tamen distinguitur a 
mittente : quomodo et illud, 
qaod Schechina vulgo vocant. 
J^m vero in Messia habitatu- 
rum earn vim divinam, qaam 
Sapientiam vocant, &c. — De 
VeriL Relig, Chriit, Lib. 5. § 
21. 

^ Vide Irenaens, 1. i. c. 20, 
£piphaniuS| torn. 2. Hier. 31. 
Cyril Hierosol. Catecb*6.p. 
58. Ed. Par. ** Manes dared 



to call bis mistress tbe Para- 
clete.'' Montanus is so called 
by bis illustrious disciple Ter- 
tollian, in bis work against 
Praxeas, and tbat De Mono- 
gami& passim, Tbe Koran, 
c. 61. &c.— as quoted in 
Bisbop Heber's Bamp. Lect. 
i. notes h, i, k, I, 

' Heb. Bamp. Lect. 3. and 
notes, pp. 169 — 179. ^nd 
Spanbeim*s Introd. ad. I^ist. 
et Antiq. Sac. Saecol. prim. § 
xiii. p. 293, et Ssecul. Quart. 
$ vii. p. 415. 
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Strong, however, as the preceding evi- 
dence confessedly is, it should be borne 
in mind, that the Scriptures were intended 
to instruct, not to perplex, — to certify, 
not to involve "in doubtful disputation," 
the many for whose benefit they were 
chiefly vouchsafed. The force of the 
argument, therefore, depends, not so 
much on the niceties of criticism and the 
belief of others, as on the plain unsophis- 
ticated meaning of their current lan- 
guage. What effect that language has 
produced upon the sentiments of " the 
manyj* it is scarcely necessary to point 
out. In every age of the christian church 
that many have believed, and still do be- 
lieve, the personality of the Spirit. Nor 
could it be otherwise, since the person- 
ality of such an object must be ascer- 
tained chiefly, if not exclusively, by the 
fact of the writers attributing to him per- 
sonal properties, and personal actions. 

Accordingly, they represent the Holy 
Spirit, — 
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As acting agreeably to a commission re- 

ceived. 

" The Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name. The Spirit of 
truth — he shall not speak of (otto from) 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear 
that shall he speak/' " He shall receive 
of mine.'*^ His office in relation to our 
Lord is thus stated : " He shall testify oC" 
me :" " shall gJLorify me." — In relation 
to the apostles, " He shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your re- 
membrance.'* " He will guide you into 
all truth, and he will shew you things to 
come," &c. And in relation to men ge- 
nerally, " He will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment." He is, therefore, styled, as dis- 



7 John xir.26 ; xvi. 13, 14. 
In the same manner our Lord 
speaks of himself, and in pre- 
cisely the same words, '* I am 
come in my Father^g name/* 
John y. 43. " The Son can 
do nothing of(&^' lairrov,from) 
himself." John y. 19. Com- 



pare Septnag. Num. xyi. 28. 
" I can of (&ir' ifiavrov, from) 
mine^own self do nothing, as 
I hear I Judge." . John y. 30. 
<* Haying received of the Fa- 
ther the promise of the Holy 
Spirit." Acts ii. 33. Compare 
John X. 18. 
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tinguished from Jesus Christ, ** Another 
Comforter ;" and the gospel his " minis- 
tration."® 

Now, it would be difficult to conceive 
why our Lord should speak in the same 
manner, and in precisely the same terms 
of the Holy Spirit and his commission, as 
he did of himself and of his own com- 
mission, if he did not necessarily imply a 
capacity f and therefore personality ^ on the 
part of him who is to exercise the respec- 
tive functions. Receiving a commission 
does, indeed, intimate a subordination, 
but it is only official. For, 

He exercises supreme authority. 

" Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? And he said, Go, and tell this 
people,". &c. &c. " He said unto me. 
Arise, go forth into the plain, and I will 
there talk with thee. Then the Spirit 
entered into me, and set me upon my 
feet, and spake with me, and said unto 

* John XT. 26 ; zyi, 14 ; xiv. 16. 3 Cor. iii. 8. 
26; ZTi.lS,14; XTi.8; xiv. 
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me, Go, shut thyself within thy house,** 
&c. — " The Spirit said unto Philip, Go 
near, and join thyself to this chariot." — 
" The Spirit said unto him, Behold, three 
men seek thee. Arise, therefore, and get 
thee down and go with them, doubting 
nothing : for I have sent them." — " The 
Holy Ghost said. Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have 
called them : so they, being sent forth by 
the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia.*' 
— " It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than these necessary things." — 
" And were forbidden of the Holy Ghost 
to preach the word in Asia." — " After 
they were come to Mjsia, they assayed 
to go into Bithynia : but the Spirit suf- 
fered them not.** — " I go bound in (by) 
the Spirit unto Jerusalem." — " Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church 
of God,** — " All these worketh that one 
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and the self same Spirit, dividing to every 
man severally as he wilL"^ 

Independently of the personal pronouns 
and the operations attributed to the Spirit 
by the respective writers, he speaks in 
these passages, not as delegated by an- 
other, but in his own name, and by his 
own authority j displaying almighty power 
and sovereign will in the distribution of 
his gifts. A^ view utterly at variance 
with every hypothesis that does not admit 
his personality* A fact corroborated by 
his being represented 

As the efficient cause of the several gifts 
bestowed upon man. 

Whether those gifts were, 

1. Extraordinary endowments of mind 
or body. 

For, " the wisdom, and understanding, . 
and knowledge'' which Bezaleel had were 
the effects of his being '* filled with the 

» Isa. vi. 8, 9, with Acts 2, 4; xr. 28 ; xvi. 6, 7 ; xx. 
xxnii. 25, £zek. iii. 22^ 27. 22 ; and Kjrpke in loc. xx. 28. 
Acts yiii.29 ; x. 19, 20; xiii. 1 Cor. xii. 11. 
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Spirit of God.** The seventy elders of 
Israel " prophesied,** because " the Spirit 
rested upon them.** And the more than 
ordinary physical powers of Gideon, 
Jeptha, Sampson, and Saul, &c. were oc- 
casioned by " the coming of the Spirit of 
the Lord upon them.** * 

Or were, strictly speaking, 

2. Miraculous powers. 

" Moreover the Spirit lifted me up, 
and brought me unto the east gate of the 
Lord's house, which looketh eastward : — 
then he said unto me," &c. — "Whatsoever 
shall be given you in that hour, that speak 
ye : for it is not ye that speak, but the 
Holy Ghost." — " They began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.** — " The Spirit of the 
Ix>rd caught away Philip/' — " The Holy 
Ghost came on them, and they spake with 
tongues and prophesied." — " Through 
mighty signs and wonders by the power 
of the Spirit of God."—" The word of 

' Exod. xzxi. 8. Numb. 29; air. 6; xr.U. 1 Sun. 
xi. 25. Jodgei ri. 94 3 xi. xi. 6. 
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wisdom, of knowledge, and of faith ; the 
gifts of healing, miracles, prophecy, dis- 
cerning of spirits, divers kinds of tongues, 
the interpretation of tongues; all these 
worketh that one, and the self-same spirit, 
dividing to every man sev^erallyas he will."* 
Or consisted in being 
8. The author of Revelation. 
" The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, 
and his word was in my tongue." — " Then 
David gave to Solomon his son, the pat- 
tern of all that he had by the Spirit." — 
" For David himself said by the Holy 
Ghost.'' — ** And it was revealed unto him 
by the Holy Ghost."— « This Scripture 
must needs have been fulfilled which the 
Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake 
before.'* " Searching what, or what man- 
ner of time the Spirit which was in them 
did signify.*' " Holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." ^ 



* Ezek. zi. 1, 2 ; et patrim. * % Sam. xxiii. 2. 1 Cbron. 

Mark xiii. 11. Acts ii. 4. xxvui. 12. Mark xii. 36. 

16, 17 ; viii. 39 ; zix. 6. Lake ii. 26. Acts i. 14. 1 

Rom. XV. 19. 1 Cor.xii,8, 11. Pet. i. 11. 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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Or in the communication of, 

4. Spiritual blessings. 

" Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to 
instruct them.^ — " Take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me." — " Uphold me with thy 
free Spirit/' — " Thy Spirit is good, lead 
me." — " I will pour out my Spirit unto 
you, I will make known my words unto 
you.*' — " Until the Spirit be poured upon 
us from on high— then judgment shall 
dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness 
remain in the fruitful fidd,** &c. — **He 
shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever.'' — " Then 
had the churches rest, &c. walking in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost.'' — " As many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God." — " Likewise the Spirit 
also helpeth our infirmities.'' 

" We are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord." " The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 
— " Strengthened with might by his Spirit 
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in the inner man." — " Having received 
the word in much affliction with joy of 
the Holy Ghost."—" God hath from the 
beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth." — " That good thing which 
was committed unto thee keep by the 
Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in us.'' — 
" The renewing of the Holy Ghost/'* 
He is moreover represented 

As the object upon whom the actions of 

others terminate. 

" They rebelled, and vexed his Holy 
Spirit."— "The blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto 
men.'* — " Baptizing them in (eia, to*) the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost.''—" Why hath Satan 

* Neh.ix.20. Psal. li. 11, 13. 2 Tim. i. 14. Titus iii. 

12 ', cxliii. 10. Pro v. i. 23, 5; et the S. S. passim, 

Isa. xxxii. 15, 16. (See also ^ Vide Vitringa Observ. 

xliv. 3 ; lix. 21 ; Ezek xxxvi. Sacra, lib iii. cb. 22. $.14, 15. 

^. Zech. xii. 10.) Johnxir. Wolfii Curae Philolog. and in 

16. Acts ix. 31. Rom. riii. Matth.xxviii.l9; andSchleas. 

14, 26. Gal. y. 22. £ph. iii. Lex. sub voce cto*. No. 3. 
16« 1 Tbess. i. 6. 2 Thess. ii. 
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filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost ?'* — " How is it that ye have agreed 
together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord ?'* 
— ."Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost/' — 
" Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.'' 
" And hath done despite unto the Spirit 
of grace/' ^ 

Such is the current language of the 
Scriptures. Nor does it seem possible to 
adopt any method which could more 
clearly convey, or to use any phraseology 
which could more forcibly express the 
idea of personality j than those which the 
sacred writers have employed. It meets 
you in every form, and everywhere, 
directly or incidentally. He is an object 
upon whom the actions of others termi- 
nate. He is the efficient cause of all 
those physical and miraculous powers, 
which have been conferred upon man : 
the Author of revelation itself, and, in 
the exercise of his supreme authority, 
directing and controlling the affairs of 

* Isa. Ixiii. 10. Matt. xii. vii. 51. £ph. iv. 30. Heb. 
31 ; xxviii. 19. Acts v. 3, 9 ; x. 29. 
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his church, bestowing all those graces, 
everywhere represented as indispensable 
to your becoming holy, humble, happy, 
and ** meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the saints in light/' 

All these require intelligence and af- 
fections, — ^Hhat which can contrive, which 
can design. — These capacities constitute 
personality, for they imply consciousness 
and thought. They require that which 
can perceive an end or purpose ; as well 
as the power of providing means, and of 
directing them to their end. They re- 
quire a centre in which perceptions unite, 
and from which volitions flow ; which is 
mind. The acts of a mind prove the 
existence of a mind } and in whatever a 
mind resides, is a person. ''^ Hence, we 
are assured, ** He that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is (ro ^povrifia) the 
mind of the Spirit."® 

Nay more, that the greater part, if not 
all, of these passages do literally and of 
themselves convey the idea of personality 

7 Paley'8 Ntt.Theol. c. fiS, * Rom. Tiii. 27. 

p. 551. 
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is clear from the fact of those, who reject 
the doctrine of the Spirit's personality, 
supposing the writers to have used in 
every instance a figure of speech — the 
Prosopopeia — whereby that which is not 
person is nevertheless represented as such. 
But, it may be asked, what is personified ? 
To reply, an influence, or power, or an 
attribute, is obviously irrelevant; inas- 
much as '^ attributes, operations, and 
every other species of accident, as they 
are, in truth, no more than modes in 
which one substance produces an effect 
on another ; so, whatever is, in poetry 
or oratory, predicated of them, is only 
predicated of the agent or patient in whom 
the accident itself is inherent."^ Accord- 
ingly, the Sjiirit must be identified either 
with God the father, or must be an in- 
telligent person in some respect distinct 
from him. Wherein this distinction con- 
sists the Scriptures reveal nothing, and 
I am therefore silent. But the fact itself 
seems indubitable. If the Holy Spirit be 

^ Bp. Heb. Bamp. Lect. 3, p. 143. 
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not in some sense distinct, then it follows 
that, agreeably to the import of the pas- 
sages already cited, the great Father and 
Fountain of all, received a commission, 
did not speak from himself, was in- 
structed by Jesus of Nazareth, was sent 
by him, received from him whatsoever 
he should speak, and was also ^^the 
spirit of his Son ;"^ positions which none 
will for a moment maintain. Indepen- 
dently, too, of the symbolical appearance 
of the Holy Spirit, at our Lord's baptism, 
and on the day of Pentecost, distinct men- 
tion is made of him in the formula of 
baptism^ ** Baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost;** and, moreover. He 
who sends, and he who is sent ; he bt/ 
whom, and he to whom, we have access, 
cannot possibly be in everi/ sense the 
same.^ As, therefore, there is an unity 
in the Divine nature, so there is a dis- 

" Gal.iv.6. 1; xlviii. 16; lix. 20, 21. 

* The following passages. Matt. iii. 16, 17. Lake zi. 

among others, intimate the 13. Acts. ii. 3, 33. 2 Cor. 

same distinction. Isa. xlii. ziii. 14. Gal. iv. 6, &c. 
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tinction, which distinction is expressed, 
for want, perhaps, of a more appropriate 
term, by the word 

Person. 

I have dwelt the longer on this article, 
because, if the personality of the Spirit 
be once admitted, the supreme authority 
which he exercises, with all that it in- 
volves, is incompatible with any other 
view of him than that of being a Divine 
person. Moreover, dedicated to him at 
the font, we are also required to ac- 
knowledge that to him we are indebted 
for all those exalted views which we en- 
tertain of the Redeemer, and for all that 
is holy, all that is wise, all that is excel- 
lent, — an acknowledgment that we are 
required praptically to bring out into life, 
both in retirement and in public, by ear- 
nestly soliciting his gracious influences; 
by depending upon him for their mainte- 
nance and increase ; by yielding with 
unfeigned submission to his directions, 
and by implicitly obeying his precepts; 
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SO that we may be ** led by, and walk in 
him ;*' and neither "grieve him," nor 
" quench his influences : " but regard 
ourselves as " his temples," in which he 
will be revered and adored. Acknow- 
ledgments these, involving obligations 
which, even though no other evidence of 
his divinity could be adduced, we owe to 
him only " who is Lord of all/* 

By comparing, however, Ps. xcv. 6, 7» 
with Heb. iii. 7* we learn that the Holy 
Spirit is "Jehovah our Maker." — Isaiah 
vi. 3, 8, 9, with Acts xxviii. 25, 27, that 
he is "Jehovah of Hosts." — Luke i. 68, 
with 2 Pet. i. 21, that he is "the Lord 
God of Israel." — Matt. ix. 38, with Acts 
xiii. 4, that he is " the Lord of the 
harvest.'*— John iii. 6, with 1 John v. 4, 
that to " be born of the Spirit," and " to 
be born of God,*' are convertible terms, — 
Acts V. 3, with verse 4, that " to lie to 
the Holy Ghost, is to lie, not unto men, 
but unto God.** — 1 Cor. iii. 16, with chap, 
vi. 19, and 2 Cor. vi. 16, that to be " the 
temple of the Holy Ghost" is the same 

c 
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with being" '* the temple of the living 
God." — And 1 Cor. xii. 6, with verse 11, 
that he is ** the same God who worketh 
all in all :" while St. Paul, in 2 Cor. iii. 
16, 17> assures us, he is that " Lord,*' to 
whom " the heart shall turn." 

And, in perfect harmony with these 
statements, the Holy Spirit is represented 
as possessing those perfections and attri- 
butes which, as they are incommunicable, 
distinguish the Deity from all others, 
however long their existence, various 
their knowledge, or great their power. 
He is ** the eternal Spirit." Heb. ix. 14. 
And, if he be not Omnipresent^ how can 
we answer the inquiry of the Psalmist, 
Ps. c^xix. 7j ** Whither shall I go from 
thy Spirit?" or how can "he dwell in 
all the saints?" 1 Cor. iii. 16. Then^ 
again, he must be Omniscient^ since no- 
thing lies beyond the sphere of his know- 
ledge, for "the Spirit searcheth (intui* 
tively knows, see Ps. cxx^ix. 23) all 
things, yea, the deep things of God." 
X Cor. ii. 10. Compare the 11th, ISth, and 
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ISth verses. And of his prescience we 
have a striking proof in the predictions of 
the prophets ; see Acts i. 16 ; Isa. xL Id, 
14 ; 2 Pet. i. SI ; John xvi. 13, &c. &c. 

Instances, too, of his Almighty power 
may be seen in his ^^ moving upon the 
face of the waters," so as to impregnate 
them with life and animation^ Gen< i. %^ 
— in his creation of man. Job xxxiii. 4, 
— in the formation of the human nature 
of Christ, Luke i. 35, and Matt. i. 20, — 
in the miracles wrought by Christ, and 



' The following is the note 
of the leaitied and candid 
!Dtthe«— " Qus in priore edi* 
tione Terteram : yentus a Deo 
immissus movebat has aquas. 
Sed Dsederleinias in Biblioth* 
Theol. Selecta, p. II. p. 244. 
tarn probabiles contra banc 
▼ersionemmoyit dubitationes, 
ut mibi suam de his Terbis 
sententiam, jam antea in In- 
stil. Theol. Christ. P. I. p. 
330, breviter allatam, facile 
persaaderet. Primd Moses 
alias elokim ruach hoc sensii 
non nsurpat, sspius verd ad 
rim diyinam indicandam. 
Deinde omnia quae ex Tolun* 
tate divinft eveniebant ad hu* 



jus mundi restaurationem^ 
Moses narrat formula prs- 
missk : D$ut dixit. Hand 
dubie igitnr scripsisset, si de 
events aliquO illius restaura- 
tionis senna esset: D$ui dixit: 
oriatur ventns, qni has aquas 
moveat. Videtur igitur Moses 
per elohim ruaek vim illam di- 
yinam creatricem universe 
indicare.*' — Dathe in PentU' 
teuch. 

The learned reader may 
compare the Hebrew of Gen. 
i. 2, Deut. xxzii. 11, Jer. 
xxiii. 9, with the Chaldee of 
Daniel yii. 2, in which last 
passage a storm is described. 

c 2 
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bis apostles, for they were ** mighty signs 
and wonders wrought by the power of 
the Spirit of God/' Rom. xv. 19. See 
also Matt. xii. ^8. And the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead was effected by 
his agency. 1 Pet. iii. 18, 19^ as the 
sleeping dust of all the dead shall obey 
his all-powerful mandate at the last 
day, and start into endless life. Rom. 
viii. 11. 

It would be easy to extend these re- 
marks, but sufficient has been adduced to 
prove both the Personality and Divinity of 
the Holy Spirit. Nor, in truth, should 
the evidence for both be considered as 
closed, till the proofs of the doctrine of 
the sacred Trinity were all produced. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

On the Nature of Inspiration. 

The Scriptures profess to be inspired. 
" All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God."^ Whether St. Paul includes an j part 
of the New Testament depends, in some 
measure, on the age oi Timothy, and on 
the time in which the respective Gospels 
and Epistles were written : or whether, 
as the construction of the passage seems 
to intimate,^ he refers exclusively to the 
writings of the Old Testament, their in- 
spiration is clearly recognized ; . as well 
as in the following passages. '^ As touching 

» jeTimiii. 16. * Bp. Middleton's Doctr- 

of the Greek Artie, in loc. 
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the resurrection of the dead, have ye 
not read that which was spoken unto 
you by God, saying, — " " David himself 
said by the Holy Ghost;" — "Had ye 
believed Moses, ye would have believed 
me : for he wrote of me j'' — " This scrip- 
ture must needs have been fulfilled, 
which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of 
David spake before concerning Judas ;" — 
" Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias 
the prophet unto our fathers, saying, Go 
unto this people," &c. ; — "Wherefore as 
the Holy Ghost saith. To-day if ye will 
hear his voice,'' &c. ; — " Searching what, 
or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, 
when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
of Christ, and the glory that should fol- 
low ;" — "For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man : but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.' 



m 



'Malt. xxii. 31. Mark iii.7,8. 1 Pet.i. 11. 2 Pet. 
^1.36. John ▼. 46. Aotsi. i. 21. 
16, 17 ', zxTiii. ib, 26. Heb. 
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And with respect to the New Testa- 
ment, our Lord promised his disciples, 
that " the Holy Ghost, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance^ whatsoever I have 
said unto you/* " When he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
(the) truth : — he will shew you things to 
come :*'* — words, which must refer chiefly 
to that assistance they should receive in 
their narratives of his life, and in their 
epistolary writings ; because, no valid 
reason can be assigned why the Jewish 
Scriptures should have been written by 
inspiration, and not the Christian ; be- 
cause, assistance in their oral communica- 
tions was distinctly promised in other 
terms f and because, his instructions being 
intended for the benefit of " all nations," 
it would be difficult to conceive why per- 
sons in that age only should enjoy the 
advantages of being instructed by inspired 

* Johnziv. 26; xri.lS. xxviii. 19, 20. Luke xxi. 

• Matt. X. 19, 20, with ch. 14,15. 
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teachers, while allsubsequent generations, 
equally interested in the truths taught, 
would be abandoned to the ever-winding 
maze of unwritten tradition, without 
even a clue to extricate themselves ; — or 
be required to depend upon the — perhaps 
— correct, but, at all eyeni^y fallible state- 
ments of the writers : but chiefly because, 
nothing short of inspiration can account 
for a very considerable portion of the 
Epistolary writings in particular, as will 
be seen hereafter. And, besides the folly 
of attempting to draw a line of distinc- 
tion between the inspiration of the tongue 
and of the pen^ the following passages 
contain the direct testimony of the writers 
themselves. 

" I have written the more boldly unto 
you in some sort, as putting you in mind, 
because of the grace that is given to me 
of God/' — "God hath revealed them 
unto us by his Spirit," — " We have the 
mind of Christ/' — " I have received of 
the Lord that which also I delivered unto 
you." — ** If any man think himself to be 
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a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknow- 
ledge that the things that I write unto 
you are the commandments of the Lord.^ 
— " For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins.'* — "I will come to vi- 
sions and revelations of the Lord." — " For 
do I now persuade men or God ?** — " The 
gospel, I neither received it of man^ 
neither was I taught it, but by the reve- 
lation of Jesus Chrisf — " For ye know 
what commandments we gave by the Lord 
Jesus/' — " He therefore that despiseth, 
despiseth not man, but God, who hath 
also given unto us his Holy Spirit." — 
" We are of God : he that knoweth God, 
heareth us." — " I have written briefly, 
exhorting and testifying that this is the 
true grace of God wherein ye stand." 
— " I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, 
and heard behind me a great voice, as of 
a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega, 
the first and the last ; and what thou 
seest, write in a book." While St. Peter 
attests the inspiration of St. Paul in 

c5 
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particular : *' Even as our beloved bro- 
ther Paul also according to the wisdom 
given unto him hath written unto you; 
as also in all his epistles/^^ 

The latter apostle has, indeed, been 
supposed, in \ Cor. vii. XO— 12, to deny 
his inspiration. And were it so, still the 
exception would prove the rule. But " it 
does not appear that St. Paul, in these 
passages, contends either for or against 
inspiration, 1 Cor. vii. 10, 11 j he delivers 
certain doctrines, which had been taught 
by Christ, and are recorded Matt. v. 38 ; 
xix, 9 ; Luke xvi. 18. Here, then, he 
had the commandment of the Lord. But 
in the 12th verse he gives a precept which 
bad not been delivered by Christ, or at 
least is nowhere on record : in this case 
then, having no commandment of the 
Lord, he says cyw Xsyoi, ov^^ o KipioQ. 
The distinction, therefore, made by St. 



« Rom.xy. 15. 1 Cor.ii. John iv. 6. 1 Pet. y. 12. 

10—16; XI. 23; xiT.37;xr. Rey. i. 10, 11. 2 Pet. iii. 

9, 2 Cor. xii. 1. Gal. i. 10 15, 16. 
—12. 1 Tbew. iy. 2—8. 1 
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Paul, is not between inspiration and non- 
inspiration, but between those command- 
ments which had been actually given, 
and those which had not been given by 
Christ ;*'^-- an interpretation which ac- 
cords with the apostle's prefatory remarks, 
ver. 6. *^ I speak this by permission, and 
not of commandment/' This ** permis- 
sion " must refer to the persons whom he 
addressed ; for clearly he could not be 
permitted to write anything contrary to 
the mind of the Lord. 

It seems therefore, beforehand, highly 
probable that the Scriptures, professing to 
be inspired, should themselves throw 
some light on the nature of that influence 
by which they were composed : since, 
besides guiding our faith, and facilitating 
our inquiries, it would, at the same time, 
supply us with a test by which the claims 
of the respective writers may be tried, — 
a point of no small moment in a question 
of so much importance as the inspiration 
of the Scriptures. 

7 6p. MarsVs Notei to Michaelis' Introd. N. T. vol. 1, 
Fart 2. 385, 
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Nor are we disappointed in our expec- 
tations. For, connecting the words of 
St. Peter with the promise of our Lord,® 
inspiration may be defined, — that influ- 
ence of the Spirit which " moved " the 
writers to compose, " guided '^ them in the 
selection of proper materials, ^'brought 
to their remembrance " past occurrences^ 
or " revealed ** to them truths otherwise 
incapable of being known. 

Should it, however, be objected that 
our Lord refers to that assistance which 
should be received in composing the New 

Testament, and which cannot, therefore, 

» 

be retrospective upon the Old ; it may 
suffice to remark, that an induction of 
particulars will establish a closer ana- 
logy between the manner in which both 
Testaments was composed, than may at 
first sight have occurred to the reader. 

The Bible is perfectly unique. There 
is such an air of originality in its manner, 
in its sentiments, in its precepts, and in 
its motives ; it is accompanied with such 

2 Pet. i. 31. John ziy. 26 ; X7i. IS. 
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a depth of knowledge, and a sublimity of 
thought, such a boldness and elegance of 
imagery, such a perfect harmony of de- 
sign, and is so adapted to the present and 
future states of man, as naturally leads an 
impartial reader to inquire with intense 
anxiety — " Whence hath these writers 
this wisdom ?*' Why are th^ unlike all 
other writers ? No rational answer can 
be given to these questions which does 
not, at least, involve their inspiration. 

If " Moses was learned in all the wis- 
dom of Egypt ;** — if Isaiah and Solomon 
were educated at court; if Daniel was 
^^ skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in 
knowledge, and understanding science, 
and was taught the learning and the 
tongue of the Chaldeans ;** — if St. Luke 
was a physician, and St. Paul was 
" brought up at the feet of Gamaliel '* — 
the " keeper of sheep at Bethlehem," 
the " herdsman of Tekoa,*' and the fisher- 
men of Galilee must not be excluded 
from their share in its composition. Nor, 
even though it could be shown that aU 
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the writers were deeply versed in human 
learning, would this account for their 
having eclipsed the writings of those mas^ 
ter-spirits^ who once shed a lustre on the 
Lyceum, the Portico, and the Academy ; 
or of those, who now kindle the devo^ 
tions and animate the zeal of the effemi- 
nate Persian, of the timid Hindoo, of the 
busy Chinese, and of the haughty Mussul- 
man. But, this superiority t not traceable 
to the operation of natural causes, demon- 
strates a difference in the source of their 
information : and, in connexion with the 
predictions which occasionally illuminate 
their pages, with the miraculous attesta- 
tions, often accompanying their oral com- 
munications^ and with the express testi'- 
mony of the writers themselves, whose 
veracity has never been impeached, proves 
that " holy men wrote as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." 

By what means, indeed, whether audi- 
ble, mental, or ocular, they distinguished 
his influence from their own unassisted 
reasonings, is perhaps impossible for us to 
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ascertain. Nor is it material : since they 
who could affirm, '^ These are the com- 
mandments which the Lord your God 
commanded" — " The spirit of the Ix)rd 
spake by me" — "Thus saith the Lord '^ 
' — " The Lord hath spoken** — " I saw 
visions of God" — " I have received of 
the Lord that which also I delivered unto 
you */^ and who, as in the case of the 
apostles in particular, were endued with 
the power of " discerning spirits," must 
have had some certain method of distin- 
guishing it, though unknown to us. 

But we are by no means to infer that 
each writer, whilst composing, was the 
subject of the same unvarying kind of 
influence. He, who said " Let there be 
light," but " formed man of the dust of 
the ground, breathing into his nostrils 
the breath of life,*' could unquestionably 
adapt the nature of his influence to the 
nature of the effect to be produced ; and 
could proportion in the intellectual, as he 

' D6ut.yi. 1. 2Sam.xxiii. &c. £zek. i. 1. 1. Cor. ii. 
3. Isa. 1. 1, &c. Ps. 1. 1, 23. 
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invariably does in the material world, the 
degree of agency exerted to the degree 
of necessity for it. Consequently, the 
real exigence of the writer was, in every 
instance, the measure of the assistance 
aflforded. If the historical parts, or books 
of the Old Testament, were compiled 
from the public registers, or were ar- 
ranged from other authentic sources; if 
the Psalms were collected into one volume, 
and the book of Proverbs was arranged 
in the order in which we now have it :^ 
or when the writer, as Solomon, records 
maxims which were probably the result 
of his own reflections : and when St. 
Paul appeals to the poets, Aratus, Me- 
nander and Epimenides for the truth, or 
illustration of his positions, it is clear 
that, in these and similar instances, all 
the assistance required was to ''guide'' 
them in the selection of such materials as 
would contribute to the design originally 
intended by the Holy Spirit in the entire 
volume, — a method pursued by the Evan- 

* ProT.xxr. 1. 
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gelists, under his gtiidance, as we learn 
from the testimony of St. John,' compared 
with the promise of our Lord. 

It is evident) however, that several of 
the writers penned their compositions un- 
der very different circumstances. If they 
were not the instruments employed in 
performing the wonders related, they 
were the spectators of the scenes which 
their pens describe ; or had listened to 
the instructions which they were com- 
missioned subsequently to record for the 
benefit of future generations. Thus, 
Moses records the miracles wrought by 
him in Egypt ; the dividing of the Red Sea 
for the Hebrews " to go on dry ground ;" 
the particulars connected with his leading 
them in the wilderness forty years ; his 
receiving the law from the smoking sum- 
mits of Sinai, and describes the Taber- 
nacle with its furniture, *Uhe pattern'' 
of which he had seen in the mount. And 
to pass by other instances, thus the evan- 
gelists relate what they had ** heard and 

' John xxi. 25. 
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seen, and looked upon, and handled of the 
Word of life," — his supernatural birth, his 
life, his miraculous operations, his in- 
structive discourses, his prophetic intima- 
tions, and the particulars of his death, 
resurrection, and ascension. Thus, St. 
Luke, relates, as an eye-*witness, most of 
the transactions mentioned in ** the Acts 
of the Apostles/' And thus, too, St. Paul 
refers to the particulars connected with 
his conversion, and enumerates his various 
sufferings. 

These events must have made impres- 
sions on their minds too deep to be easily 
effaced, and, therefore, so far as the sim<- 
ple facts themselves. are concerned, might, 
probably, have been recollected ; yet no- 
thing analogous in the history of the 
human mind appears to justify the conclu- 
sion, that their memories, crowded as 
they must have been with incidents, and 
fallible as the memories of other men, 
could so perfectly recollect the minute 
circumstances connected with some of the 
facts, and the numerous topics elucidated 
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in the instructions given to them, as to 
record them without any mixture of error. 
And, consequently, the Holy Spirit must, 
agreeably to the promise of our Lord to 
his apostles, have brought them to their 
" remembrance." 

Still, there are parts of the sacred vo- 
lume, which no eflforts of genius could 
invent, no flights of imagination could 
reach to, no deductions of reason could 
prove. A dreadful tempest, the rolling 
waves of the sea, the mountain capped by 
the clouds, the sun shining in his strength, 
the moon '^ walking in brightness,'' and 
the stars, whether planetary or fixed, 
with a thousand other objects in nature, 
convey to us a faint idea of the power, 
wisdom, and ubiquity of the Deity ; while 
the air, the earth, the water, confessedly 
teem with his benevolence. But who 
could have hit upon the ^* gift of his only 
begotten Son," as the best means of illus- 
trating his perfections, of demonstrating 
his moral government, of marking the 
magnitude of the offences committed 
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against him; and, at the same time, of 
exciting gratitude and love in the cold 
heart of man, — that moral Siberia of the 
universe ? Who could have first traced 
the connexion between the sacrifice of 
Christ, and the forgiveness of sin? — 
between the resurrection of onct and the 
resurrection of all f and between the pro- 
clamation of these truths hj the persons 
employed, and the reformation of the 
world ? If " eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things that God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him,'' much less 
could human wisdom have '* devised 
means, that his banished be not expelled 
from him." The scheme of redemption, 
must^ therefore, in all its ramifications, 
have been immediately " revealed " to the 
respective writers. Nor can less be 
affirmed of those prophecies which are 
distributed through their writings, because 
events (especially such as those foretold 
in the Scriptures, the fulfilment of which, 
in several instances, depended exclusively 
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on divine interference) yet future are 
alike unknown to the philosopher and the 
peasant. 

The term inspiration is, therefore, a 
kind of generic term, including all the 
species of assistance received by the sacred 
writers. Less than that attributed to 
them in the definition is inconsistent with 
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures ; 
nor pan more, it would seem, be unob- 
jectionably maintained ; while this is suf- 
ficient to comprise all their parts, places 
the faith of a Christian on the firmest 
basis possible, and secures an entire vene- 
ration for them by stamping the whole 
with divine authority: since it is not 
the mere revealing of a truth, but the 
divine sanction, which renders it autho- 
ritative. Having, therefore, ascertained 
that sanction, we are bound to reverence 
it no lees than if, as the Hebrews did the 
law, we had received it graven on stone 
from the flaming summits of a mountain, 
or it were written in legible characters by 
the finger of God in the heavens. 
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Before, however^ this branch of the 
subject be dismissed) it may not be im- 
proper to oflFer a few remarks on the ex» 
tent of the writer's inspiration. Whether 
the wordSj as well as the sentiments of 
Scripture, are divine, has long been a 
question among the learned. That words 
should, in every instance, have been dic- 
tated does not appear to have been requi- 
site. Nor, in point of fact, if they copied 
from the public records of the Jews any, 
or all, of the genealogies and histories, 
could it have been the case. And, if that 
extraordinary assistance of the Spirit 
which was given to the unpremeditated 
discourses of the apostles did not prevent 
the Jewish Sanhedrim from ^' perceiving 
them to be unlearned men,'^ much less 
can we affirm, with respect to their writ- 
ings^ that, in every instance^ their words 
were inspired. 

Tiiat words were, however, in some 
instances, dictated there seems no reason 
to doubt. Because, as the writers them- 
selves did not at all times fully understand 
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the import of what they recorded, (with- 
out a special revelation for that purpose, 
see 1 Pet. i. 12,) how could they possibly 
cofaipose a regular discourse on a subject 
which they did not understand, if they 
were not directed in their choice of words 
as well as of sentiments ? 

St. Paul, moreover, expressly affirms, 
when speaking of what had been revealed 
to him and his fellow apostles, ** which 
things also we speak, not in words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth."^ 

And most of the prophecies, containing 
the names of persons, places, and things, 
which could no more have been known, 
at the time, than the exact meaning of 
the prophecies themselves, prove that 
words were sometimes inspired as well as 
sentiments. 

Nor can the objections usually urged, 
arising from variety of style or from the 
different manner in which the same sub- 
jects are recorded^ in any degree affect 

• 1 Cor. ii. 13. 
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this view of the subject ; since, if it be 
clear, that the influence of the Spirit 
varied according to the circumstances of 
the writers, it remains to be shown why 
the same majr not be maintained concern- 
ing their words. These remarks, how- 
ever, refer to the originals^ and are by no 
means applicable to translations. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

On the Extraordinary Influence of the 
Spirit viewed in relation to the Mission 
of Christ. 

The term * extraordinary' is here used to 
distinguish it from that influence of the 
Spirit which is common to Christians in 
every country and in every age ; and of 
which extraordinary influence a clearer 
idea cannot, perhaps, be conveyed than 
in the language of St. Paul. ^' God also 
bearing them witness, both with signs, 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to 
his own will."^ These expressions inti- 
mate the purpose for which they were 

> Heb. ii. 4. 

D 
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wrought, the effect produced by them, 
their variety, and the voluntary manner 
in which they were performed. 

As " signs," they were ocular proofs 
of the divine interference ; as " wonders/' 
they were both extraordinary in them- 
selves, and excited a corresponding feel- 
ing in the minds of the spectators; as 
"miracles," (Swa/iccrc, powers,) they dis- 
played the divine power ; , and as " gifts,'* 
(/iepccr/ioco distributions,) they varipd ac- 
cording to the effects intended to be pro- 
duced by their author. These together 
make up the distinctive character of every 
miracle recorded in the Scriptures, whe- 
ther performed prior to the coming, during 
our Lord's personal ministry on earth, or 
after his ascension to heaven. Their 
design also, allowing for the difference of 
circumstances, was the same; — directly^ 
perhaps, to certify the person employed, 
or the persons to whom he was sent, of 
his being divinely commissioned ; and in- 
directly^ or ultimately, of the certainty or 
truth of our Lord's advent. 
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" For the testimony of (concerning) 
Jesus is the spirit ( sign) of prophecy ;"* 
but ^^ holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost/'^ He there* 
fore was the author of prophecy. Were 
the prophecies then dictated by one 
agent, and the miracles performed by 
another? Did he give to Bezaleel his 
artist powers to execute,^ and not him- 
self exhibit ** the pattern of the tabernacle 
showed to Moses in the mount ?"^ as he 
unquestionably did to David the pattern 
of the temple erected by Solomon ?^ or 
did he confessedly bestow upon the 
seventy elders of Israel, upon Gideon, 
upon Jeptha, upon Sampson, and upon 
Saul, &c. those extraordinary powers we 
know they possessed,^ and is not the 
same Almighty Agent intended by the 
magicians when they confessed, '^ This is 
the finger of God 1'*^ For our Lord em- 

^ Rev.xix.lO; and Bishop ^ 1 Chron. xxviii. 12. 

Hurd's Sermon II. on Pro- "^ Numb. xi. 25, Judges 

phecy, note m, p. 32-3. vi. 34; xi. 29; xiv. 6. 1 

3 2 Pet. L 21. Sam. xi. 6. 

* Exod. xxxi. 3. ® £xod. viii. 19. 

* Exod. XX 7. 40. 

D 2 
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ployed under similar circumstances, the 
same phrase in Luke xi. 20, which, in 
the parallel place of St. Matthew xii. 28, 
is represented as synonymous with " the 
Spirit of God/* 

In like manner, it would seem, by 
comparing Acts xxviii. 25, " Well spake 
the Holy Ghost," &c., with Isa, vi. 8, 
"The voice of the Lord, saying," that 
the prophet intends the same agent ; as 
the prophet Ezekiel also does by the phrase, 
" The hand of the Lord,'* &c., ch. iii. 22, 
compared with verse 24. 

The inference, therefore, seems per- 
fectly just, (and more instances might 
easily be cited,) that as the person, ad- 
vent, and offices of the Messiah were 
gradually developed, and that develope- 
ment was, as occasion required, accom* 
panied with miraculous attestations, so 
both were but parts of one great scheme 
equally performed by the same divine 
agent. 

Nor is it less clear, that our Lord was 
himself to be the subject as well as the 
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object^ of the Spirit's operations. The 
supreme dignity of his person, his match- 
less wisdom, the grandeur and extent of 
his kingdom, the constant accession of 
subjects, and the favours which he would 
everywhere confer, were described by 
the prophets in the glowing imagery bor- 
rowed from the splendour of eastern 
potentates and kingdoms. These con- 
spired to raise in the mind of the earth- 
born Jew the loftiest expectations of a 
temporal Messiah. But these expectations 
were delusive. They were not justified 
by the intention of the prophet, nor by 
the whole-length portrait he had drawn. 
His government genial, indeed, as the 
shower, and refreshing as the dew, sur- 
rounded his person, and kingdom, and 
subjects, with a halo of glory ; — not of 
that glory which dazzles the corporeal 
eye, but of that which is resplendent to 
the eye of faith. 

" The fulness of the time came." The 
Holy Spirit formed bis human nature in 
the womb of that virgin, whom Isaiah 
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had foretold, wherebj it became abso- 
lutely holy ;^ and subsequently rested 
** upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord."^ He furnished him 
with all those powers and gifts for the 
discharge of his office,' of which he re- 
ceived the visible pledgee at his baptism,^ 
and had thereby the seal of his Father 
appended to his mission.'^ ** He was also 
led by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted :" and eventually, " through 
the eternal Spirit, o£fered himself without 
spot to God.''^ 

Though, therefore, many " looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem," the greater 
part were grievously disappointed. In 
their zeal for a triumphant Messiah, who 
should bring the princes of the earth as 
tributaries to the foot of his throne, they 
overlooked those prophecies which fore- 

' See Dr. Owen, on the ^ Mattiii. 16, 17. 

Spirit, chap. iii. * John vi. S7. 

* Isa. xi. J. * Heh. ix. 14. 

' Isa. Izi. 1,4. Actsz 58. 
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told that he should be ^* a man of sor- 
rows," and a "priest upon his throne."^ 

Thus, mistaken in their view, unbelief, 
prejudice, and pride gained the ascen- 
dency. They branded him with the 
epithet of a " deceiver ;" offered him, 
upon every occasion but one, the utmost 
indignity ; attributed his mighty works 
to Satanic agency ; and finally put him 
to death as a "blasphemer, because he 
made himself the Son of God." The 
faith of the disci]p1es and of his followers 
tottered. Infidelity triumphed. But the 
triumph was of short duration. The 
third day he rose again from the dead, 
and " was declared to be the Son of God 
with power according to the Spirit of 
holiness j'^ and was therefore justified in 
(by) the Spirit.^ 

The charge of the Jews was thereby 
proved to be entirely malignant ; the 
strain of imposture was wiped off ; the 

^ Isa. liii. passim, Zecb. ^ 1 Tim. iii. 16. See also 

vi. 13. Acts V. 31, 32. 

^ Rom. i. 4. 
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purity of his life demonstrated ; the re- 
proach of his cross rolled 'away; and the 
purposes of his mission clearly exhibited 
to be "the putting away of sin by the 
sacrifice of himself," and " to leave us an 
example, that we should tread in his 
steps.'' 

These purposes were, of course, to be 
made known. The apostles were, as 
heralds, to proclaim the stirring intelli- 
gence to a lost world : and were, as am- 
bassadors, " to negociate between God 
and man, the great concerns of judgment 
and of mercy." 

By their instrumentality, and that of 
others, the Holy Spirit was to ftilfil that 
promise of our Lord which seems to em- 
body, as it were, all others. " He shall 
glorify me ;" and by glorifying him, to 
become his celestial, but invisible " wit- 
ness" on earth. 

Accordingly, the Holy Spirit qicalified 
the apostles for their important office of 
instructing mankind. They had, indeed, 
listened with deep interest to the public. 
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and especially to the private, instructions 
of their divine Master ; and had seen his 
miracles. But, prior to his ascension, it 
must be confessed their ideas of the nature 
and extent of his kingdom, together with 
the purposes of his advent, were, in com- 
mon with others, exceedingly indistinct. 
A cloud rested on their understandings. 
" In truth, however, I can discover no 
single passage in Scripture from which 
we may infer that they had either stronger 
prejudices against the truth, or less of 
natural capacity, or greater ignorance of 
the sacred writings of the ancient cove- 
nant, than even the wisest members of 
the Sanhedrim. At all events, the phe- 
nomenon to which I have alluded may 
be more reverently and as satisfactorily 
accounted for by the recollection of that 
fact which is implied in so many passages 
of the gospel ; that the time, namely, was 
not come at which the veil of mystery 
should be withdrawn from the designs of 
God, and that the work of our redemp- 
tion was to be complete in all its parts, 

d5 
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before it was exposed to the public eye 
and to the curiosity and devotion of the 
universe."^ 

But from the day of Pentecost their 
view of Christianity was clear and com- 
prehensive ; the connexion between the 
Jewish and the Christian dispensations 
then appeared inseparable; the ancient 
prophecies were to them no longer ob- 
scured by the symbolical language in 
which they had been written; and the 
veil of mystery which had fallen over the 
design of Christ's coming was drawn up, 
laying it open to all, — so far, at least, as 
related to the Jews, for a particular reve- 
lation was subsequently received by St. 
Peter, respecting the calling of the Gen- 
tiles/ 

Now, such a change in their views, and 
sentiments, and feelings, must have been 
produced by some cause. Was it the 
result of their individual investigation, 
or of their united deliberations ? By no 
means. It was the fulfilment of their 

* Bishop Heber's Barnp* Lect. vii. 388. ' Acts x. 19. 
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Lord's promise : " I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the 
Spirit of truth is come, he will guide yon 
into all truth. He shall teach you all 
things. He shall receive of mine, and 
shall show it unto you/'^ The terms 
" all truth" and " all things,'* must here, 
of course, be exclusively restricted to **all 
the truth," and " all those things," which, 
as teachers of Christianity, they were 
commissioned to make known. Thus, 
as St. Paul reminds the Corinthians, " To 
one is given by the Spirit the word of 
wisdom," which, agreeably to the most 
obvious meaning of the word, and as 
distinguished from the following clause, 
intimates an ability to select such means 
as would be most proper to accomplish 
the end to be attained at the time, and is 
often exemplified in the history and writ- 
ings of the apostles in particular : " To 
another the word of knowledge ;" — may 
not this intimate their freedom from error 

2 Johnxvi. 12, 14; xiv. 26. 
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in judgment, and their exact acquaintance 
with all those subjects which, from time 
to time, they were called upon to ex- 
plain ? ** To another faith ;'' an un- 
daunted courage in the face of all oppo- 
sition ; a conviction of the truth of what 
thej taught which nothing could weaken ; 
an unwavering dependence on divine in- 
terposition and support in the most try- 
ing situations. " To another prophecy i** 
which, taken in its most comprehensive 
sense^ includes both the predicting of 
future events, and also the various offices 
of teaching, exhorting^ and consoling 
others. " To another discerning (Scajcp/- 
<r«c^) of spirits ;" — perceiving the princi- 
ples by which persons were actuated,^ 
the fitness of those who proposed them- 
selves for any particular station in the 
church, and distinguishing true from 
false teachers. *^ To another divers kinds 
of tongues ;" they were enabled instanta- 
neously to speak readily and intelligibly a 

9 ** Facultas yeros prophetas a falsis discemendi." Schleus. 
mb voce, ^ Acts xir. 9. 
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variety of languages which they had never 
learned.^ 

They, moreover^ healed the sick, cured 
the lame, raised the dead, cast out devils, 
or inflicted some signal punishment on 
delinquents in token of the divine disap- 
probation.^ These powers were not, 
however, confined exclusively to the 
apostles. They were exercised by others, 
as appears from the Samaritans, from 
Cornelius and his company, from Agabus, 
from the disciples at Ephesus, and from 
the reproofs administered to the Corin- 
thiansJ Still, while they were, in com- 
mon with others, the subjects upon whom, 
as well as the instruments by whom, the 
extraordinary influence of the Spirit was 
exercised, the apostles seem to have pos- 
sessed the exclusive privilege of commu- 

* 1 Cor. xii. For an elu- ofBishop Marsh on Michaelis, 

cidation of this difficult para« yoL i. part 2. p. 350. 

graph, see Lord Barrington's ' Acts y. 16 ; xxYiii« 8 ; iii. 

Essaj on the Teaching and 6; ix. 34—40; Yi. 7; xyI. 

Witness of the Spirit ; Bishop 18 ; y. 5—10 ; xiii. 11. 

Watson'sTheolog. Tracts, yoI. ^ Acts Yiii. 15; x. 46 ; xi. 

iY. 373 ; Macknight and 28 ; xix. 6. 1 Cor. xii. 7 ; 

Whitby til loe. and the notes xiy. 18. 
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nicating that influence to others. Acts 
viii, 17. 2 Tim. i. 6. Acts xix. 6. &c. 

Thus qualified^ thejr ** testified repent- 
ance towards God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ :"® or in the words of 
their commission, *^thej preached the gos- 
pel ;" ^ which gospel consists in " repent- 
ance and remission of sins being preached 
in his name among all nations i^ a message 
eminently adapted to the wants, as it was 
level to the capacities, of all. There was 
nothing to foster the idle speculations of 
the feWy nothing to make ^Ae mam/ gape 
with wonder. Truth had embodied her- 
self, as it were, in the Redeemer, and the 
apostles only pointed to her celestial 
origin, her native beauty, her elegant 
simplicity ; but the nations were in dark- 
ness, and she seemed to them as a spectre 
at the hour of midnight. Still they per- 
severed. They had, indeed, no titles of 
honour to confer, no earthly rewards to 
offer, and they admitted no compromise 
of principle. They had, therefore, to 

• Acts XX. 21. » Mark xri. 15. > Luke xxiv. 47. 
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grapple with the bigotry and restless 
opposition of the Jew ; with the sword 
of the magistrate, and the idolatry of the 
nations ; with the craft of the priesthood, 
and the superstition and ignorance pf the 
populace ; with the jealousy of princes, 
and the selfishness of *' shrine makers 
and workmen of like occupation ;'' with 
the love of the fascinating shows, and 
the licentious festivals. Nor were the 
speculations of the grove and the academy 
less adverse to the simplicity of their nar- 
rative, than the vice of the multitude 
was to the purity of their precepts. Per- 
secuted everywhere too, they saw many 
of their adherents sacrificed to popular 
rage, immolated at the shrines pf Pagan 
deities, or lighted as torches to illumine 
the garden of Nero.- Yet they every 
where increased. The first sermon 
preached by St. Peter won three thou- 

^ Teda lacebis in iim 
Qu^ stantes ardent qui fixo guttere fumant. 

Juvenal f Sat, i. 155,6. 

Ausi quod liceat tunic^ punire molestll. 

Sat. viii. 235. 
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sand to the faith. Soon after this, ^* the 
number of them was about five thou- 
sand.*' Then within the space of four 
years, we read, 'Hhe churches had rest 
throughout all Judea, and Galilee, and 
Samaria/' Added to which the gospel 
spread through almost all the numerous 
districts of the lesser Asia, through 
Greece, and the islands of the iEgeean 
Sea, the sea coast of Africa, and had ex- 
tended itself to Rome, and into Italy. 
At Antioch in Syria, at Joppa, Ephesus, 
Corinth, Thessalonica, Berea, Iconium, 
Derbe, Antioch in Pisidia, at Lydda, 
Saron, the number of converts is inti- 
mated by the expressions, ** a great num- 
ber," "great multitudes,** " much people.** 
Converts are mentioned, without any 
designation of their number, at Tyre, 
Caesarea, Troas, Athens, Philippi, Lystra, 
Damascus :^ " and finally erected the 

' Paley's Eridences of Trajan, lib. 10, epis. xcrii. 

Christianitj, vol ii. ch. ix. In And of Justin Martyr, Ter- 

confirmation of which, the tuUian, Clemens Alexandri- 

testimony of Tacitus, Annal. nus, and Origen, is cited by 

lib. 15. cap. xlir.; of Pliny Vtlej ut supra, 
the Younger, in his epistle to 
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triumphant banner of the cross on the 
ruins of the capitol."* 

The apostles, then, did work miracles. 
Whence did they derive those powers ? 
Some have attributed them to magic, 
which, " in the heathen way of speaking, 
was in the language of the Jews to cast 
out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of 
the devils/' * But in thus attempting to 
account for them, two things should be 
observed. First, miracles, it is admitted, 
were wrought ; secondly, they were such 
as clearly exceeded human power to ef- 
fect. Now supposing (the interposition 
of unseen agents being admitted) it im- 
possible to ascertain the limits by which 
they are circumscribed, yet unless the 
design of such agents can be identified 
with the design of the gospel, the simple, 
but forcible argument of our Lord will 
remain for ever unanswered : " If Satan 
cast out Satan, he is divided against him- 
self, how shall then his kingdom stand V^ 

^ Gib. Decl. and Fall of « Addison's Evid. of the 

tbe Rom. Emp. chap. xv. Christ. Relig. sect. ii. 
initio, ^ Matt. xii. 36. 
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It is certain, however, " that all these 
worked that one and the self-same spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as he 
willed,'* for the purpose of demonstrating 
that *^ Jesus Christ had God exalted with 
his right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins/' 

Nor is it less clear, that the apostles 
and others produced, by means of their 
preaching, a change in the sentiments, 
feelings, and morals of immense multi^ 
tudes unparalleled in the history of our 
species. 

For this change various writers have 
endeavoured to account, and by none, 
perhaps, with more apparent plausibility 
than by the elegant author of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire.^ Still, 
it seems never to have occurred to him 
that, even supposing the truth of all he 
alleges, (which yet cannot for a moment 
be admitted,) his "secondary causes'* are 
totally inadequate ; nay, are but effects 

' Chap. XV. 
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produced by a causey of course^ previously 
existing, and which may be, in a qualified 
sense^ as he himself bad designated it- - 
" the ruling providence of its. author.^^ 
If proofs were requisite, it would be easy 
to institufe a comparison .between the 
apostles and our modern ^missipnaries,^ 
and between their respective success. 
The results would tell most conclusively 
against him. In one particular instance, 
indeed, namely, that of miracles, the 
apostles excelled the latter. But, if even 
miracles could have changed the disposi- 
tion of the heart, then would not those 
who heard the life-giving word of the 
Son of God, and saw the dead body of 
Lazarus spring from the grave, have gone 
away for the purpose of instigating the 
chief priests and Pharisees to take him. 
Consequently, it must be attributed, as 
the sacred writers do attribute it,^ to the 
powerful operation of the Holy Spirit ; 

« See Paley's Evid. vol. ii. 38, 39 ; xvi. 14. 1 Cor. ii. 
c. ix. sec. 2. 4. £ph. li. 1, 5. 1 Pet. i. 

» Mark xvi. 20. Acts ii. 12, &c. 
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who, clearing what was obscure, correct- 
ing what was mistaken, and supplying 
what was defective, first of all qualified 
them for the apostolical office, then ac- 
companied their ministrations with visible 
attestations to the truth of what they 
taught ; and, finally, by his gentle, but 
efficacious influence on the heart, '^con- 
vinced the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment," in order to the 
"glorifying of Christ." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

On the Ordinary Influence of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Between the extraordinary, and what, 
to distinguish it, is termed the ordinary 
influence of the Spirit, there is a wide 
difference. The subjects of the former 
were, as such, wholly instrumental, and 
received nothing of sanctity from its pos- 
session and exercise. If the instances of 
Balaam, of Caiphas, of Judas, and of the 
Corinthian church,* could by any possi- 
bility be construed otherwise, the words 
of our Lord are decisive : " Many will 
say unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, 

1 Numb, xxiii ', xxiv. John xi. 52. Lake ix. 1, 6. 1 Cor. 
xiii. 1 ; xiv. 
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have we not prophesied in thy name ? 
and in thy name have cast out devils ? 
and in thy name have done many won- 
derful works ? And then will 1 profess 
unto them, I never knew you ; depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity/** 

The ordinary influence of the Spirit, 
on the contrary, is essential to personal 
religion, ijvery thing that is holy, every- 
thing that is excellent, is traceable up to 
that Spirit whose power, operating on 
the mind, receives its name from the 
efi^ct produced. 

Nor let such a sentiment be discarded 
as enthusiastic — the mere emanation of a 
lively imagination. For surely it will not 
be denied that He^ who formed the mind 
of man, who is intimately acquainted with 
all its movements, has endowed created 
spirits with the power of reciprocal com- 
munication, and who acted upon that 
material creation at its formation, which 
has since been preserved by him, can, on 
what occasions and in what manner is 

« Matt, vii. 22, 23. 
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fitting to bis own wisdom, influence the 
human mind. To suppose that he does 
not do SO) involves the consequence that 
he has banished the intellectual world 
from his paternal care, and left it as an 
orphan in the universe; and that after 
having amply provided for the wants, the 
comfort, and the delight of the inferior 
part of the creation, he passes by that 
superior and more important part of it, 
which he had formed in his own image : 
— a consequence as dishonourable to the 
Deity, as it is gloomy and untenable. 

Shall an earthly sovereign, who by his 
example, and authority, and influence, 
promotes the intelligence, happiness, and 
prosperity of his people, be hailed as their 
father, and the interposition of the great 
Sovereign of all be regarded as superflu- 
ous ? May an intelligent and benevolent 
parent instill those principles, cultivate 
that rectitude, and those kindly feelings 
in his offspring, which shall shed a lustre 
over their path in active life, and render 
them a permanent blessing to society ; 



72 ON THE NATURE OF 

and it be thought unreasonable in " the 
Father of the spirits of all flesh " to pre- 
pare them for "the inheritance of the 
saints in light ?" 

Even the wisest and best of the heathen 
faintly recognised it, since they attributed 
not only the direction of human aflfairs to 
the pervading deity, but also their moral 
qualities to his influence. 

Hence, Homer represents Agamem- 
non, while conceding superior bravery to 
Achilles, as saying, " You will not at least 
deny that it is the gift of a god."' So- 
crates, " thought the gods took particular 
care of men, not according to the views 
of the multitude, who supposed them to 
know some things, but to be ignorant of 
others. Socrates, on the contrary, main- 
tained that they were intimately acquaint- 
ed with all things, whether spoken, or 
done, or secretly deliberated j that they 
are everywhere present, and convey 
their mind to men concerning their af- 
fairs.*** 

» lUad i. 178 ; xx. 242. * Xenoph. Mem. Lib. i. $ 19. 
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Cicero concludes his argument thus : — 
" No one therefore was ever great (excel- 
lent) without some divine afflatus."^ 

And Seneca, " No mind is good with- 
out God." — Again, " God is near, is with 
thee, is in thee. This I say, Lucilus, a 
divine spirit dwells within us, the guar- 
dian of our good, and the observer of our 
evil works. Hence as he is treated by 
us, so he treats us ; but no one is a good 
man without God. Can any rise supe- 
rior to fortune unless assisted by him ? 
He gives honourable and upright pur- 
poses to every man."^ 

The doctrine of divine agency cannot 



^ Nemo igitur yir magnus 
sine aliqao afBatu divino un- 
quam fait. — De Nat. Deor. 
Lib. Secund. Sab finem. 

^ Nalla sine Deo mens 
bona est. — Epist. Ixziii. 517. 

Prope DeuB est, tecum est, 
intas est. Ita dico, Lacile, 
sacer inter nos spiritas sedet, 
bonorum malorumque nostro- 
ram observator et custos. Hie 
ut a nobis tractatur, ita nos 
tractatipse; bonas verd vir 



sine Deo nemo est. An po- 
test aliquis supra fortunam, 
nisi^ab illo adjutus, exsurgere ? 
lUe dat consUia magnifica et 
erecta in unoquoque bono 
Tiro. — Epist. xli. 453. 

Vide also Hesiod Oper. et 
Dier. Lib. i. 1—- 10. Xenoph. 
Cyropsd. Lib. i. sub fin. Heb. 
Bamp. Lect. vi. notes, p. 374, 
&c. and Dodd . Course of Lect. 
Prop. ]39< scbol. 9. 
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therefore be objected to on the ground of 
its being unreasonable. It is a dictate of 
unsophisticated reason. 

Should it, however, be supposed that 
the habits and virtues of genuine religion 
may be acquired in the same manner as 
other habits and virtues are acquired, it 
should be remembered, that even from 
the latter the divine agency cannot be 
excluded without merging into practical 
atheism. But, if that be not maintained, 
a general providence is of course admit- 
ted, which being made up of particular 
interferences, the principle pleaded for is 
at once granted : since most, if not all, 
our habits and virtues are relative^ de- 
pending, in some measure, on the rela- 
tions we form, and the various trials and 
scenes of life through which we pass — all 
of which are under the direction and con- 
trol of Providence. Consequently, a re- 
mote agency, to say the least, of the Deity 
is exerted in their formation, increase, 
and continuance. If, then, divine agency 
not only may, but actually must, interest 



DIVINE AGENCY. ^5 

itself in behalf of a subordinate end^ is 
there any thing unreasonable in supposing 
that it may interest itself in behalf of an 
end infinitely higher and confessedly more 
important? Let the natural world be 
carefully examined and be correctly un- 
derstood, then shall we be prepared, as 
far as means are concerned, for the better 
understanding of the spiritual. The one 
will, in most instances, be found to be the 
counterpart of the other. Whatever ob- 
jections therefore may be urged against 
the spiritual, may with equal, if not 
greater weight, be also urged against the 
natural world. 

Nor should our ignorance of the mode 
of operating in the latter case be regarded 
in any other light than as an ample apo- 
l(^y for our ignorance of the mode of 
operating in \he former. 

The supposition, however, that the 
haUts and virtues of religion may be ac- 
quired by our own unaided efforts pro- 
ceeds on an entirely mistaken view of the 
subject. For what are the habits and 

eS 
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virtues to be acquired? They are su- 
preme love to God, an entire subjection 
to his will) a lively faith in the Re- 
deemer's death as an atonement for sin, 
a profound and unfeigned humility, a re- 
nunciation of self, both righteous and 
sinful, and a complete mastery over every- 
thing prohibited by the divine precepts. 
But our own experience, the moral his- 
tory of mankind, as well as the confes- 
sions and prayers of good and great men 
in all ages, prove that the acquirement of 
these are painful and laborious ; and if pain- 
ful and laborious they are not natural, and 
if not natural, it seems impossible to escape 
from the conclusion, that divine assistance 
is necessary, therefore reasonable. 

Where reason, however, leaves oflf, 
revelation begins. Reason may, indeed, 
prove the proneness of the mind to evil 
by appealing to the confessions and com- 
plaints of the heathen,^ to the moral his- 

7 Many of which are se- 310, and in Aph. Leig^ton's 
lected in Howe's Living Tern- Lect. xvi. yd. iv. 
pie, Part II. ch. ir. yoI. i. 
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tory of mankind, and to individual expe- 
rience : but revelation, while it bears am- 
ple testimony to the fact, alone traces it 
to its source, describes its nature, and 
directs us to the influence by which it is 
corrected. That which is restored is that 
which was lost. For the real wants of 
man are, in this, as in all other cases, the 
exact measure of the aid afibrded. Is the 
understanding darkened ? — it must be en- 
lightened. Is the disposition opposed to 
spiritual things ? — it must be changed. 
Before, however, I proceed to show 
wherein it consists, it may be proper first 
of all to adduce some of those passages 
which insist upon, or necessarily imply 
that a change is necessary. 

" I will give them a heart to know me, 
that I am the Lord : and they shall be my 
people, and I will be their God : for they 
shall return unto me with their whole 
heart." — " I will put my law in their in- 
ward parts, and write it in their hearts." — 
" A new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you : I will 



4"- 
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take away the stony heart out of your 
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh : 
and I will put my spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments and do them." — 
" As many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name : 
which were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.'' — " Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, except a man (rcc> any one) be 
born of water and of the spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." — **If 
any man be in Christ he is a new crea- 
ture." — " You hath he quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins." — " We 
are his workmanship created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works." — " Be renewed 
in the spirit of your minds." — " After that 
the kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by-works of 
righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
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ing of the Holy Ghost ; which he shed on 
us abimdaQtly through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour," — " Of his own will begat he 
us with the word of truth." — "Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, hj the word of God."— 
"Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit (oi ttocsi, doth not practise) sin," 
" for his seed remaineth in him : and be 
cannot sin, because he is born of God." — 
** Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God." — " Whatsoever 
is born of God overcometh the world."® 
In these passages, "knowing God," 
" walking in his statutes," and " keeping 
his judgments," are clearly consequent 
upon the " new heart " that is given, and 
" the spirif that is put within them ; as 
receiving" or "believing" on Christ, 
not practising sin," and " overcoming 
the world," are upon being "born of 
God," or which is the same thing, being 



® Jer. xxiv. 7 ; xxxi. 33. Eph. ii. 1, with verse 5. Eph. 
£zek. zzxvi.26, 27. .John i« ii. 10 ; iv, 33. Titus, iii. 4 — 
13; iii. 5. 2 Cor. 7. 17. 6. iJohn iu. 9 ; v. l.*-4. 
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" born of the Spirit." The change, 
therefore, cannot consist either in a mere 
external reformation, though of course it 
follows ; or in a transition from heathenism 
to Christianity. It roust consequently 
refer chiefly to the understanding, and to 
the disposition. 

First, The moral perceptions are en- 
lightened. 

Intelligence is essential to the freedom 
of the will, or, more correctly speaking, 
to free agency ; since the degree of readi- 
ness with which one object is preferred 
to another is always in proportion to the 
degree in which the superior suitableness, 
excellency, and importance of that object 
appears. In maintaining, therefore, that 
the Spirit does enlighten the moral per- 
ceptions, no objection can be taken on 
the ground that, in proportion as the ne- 
cessity of his operations are insisted upon^ 
in the same proportion we lessen human 
accountability ; because the more clearly 
the excellency of spiritual things are dis- 
covered, the more freely will the mind 
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embrace them. It is not, however, in- 
tended that we cannot discuss incidental 
matters, arrange historical testimonies, 
settle a genealogy, defend a various read- 
ing, understand the several propositions 
stated in the Scriptures, acquire an accu- 
rate knowledge of the doctrines therein 
revealed, systematically considered, be- 
cause all these, and much more, obviously 
lie within the range of our unaided intel- 
lect. But the beauty, excellency, and 
importance of spiritual things, it is con- 
ceived, are never perceived till the Holy 
Spirit enlightens the understanding. "For 
the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God : for they are fool- 
ishness unto him : neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned."^ 

" The things of the Spirit " here are 
obviously those truths which had been 

® 1 Cor. ii. 14. " Not that some special illaminatioii of 

the mind of man is physically the understanding to enable 

incapable of apprehending him to discern the terms of 

such truths, when proposed to the propositions laid before 

him ; nor that it requires him in Holy Writ ;— but that 

E 5 
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revealed ; ** The natural man " therefore 
cannot mean one who, by dint of reason, 
without revelation, could not have origi-r 
nally discovered them, because his not 
" receiving " them clearly shows that they 
had been propounded to him^ and were 
rejected simply because " they were fool- 
ishness unto him." Nor by the phrase 
" natural man " can be meant one who 
is solely under the influence of his animal 
nature, because the term "natural" 
(xJAj-^iKogy animalis) is opposed to the term 
"spiritual" (Trvavjuanjcoc, spiritualis) in the 
following verse ; the Jbrmer therefore in- 
cludes all not comprehended under the 
latter. The apostle then, it would seem, 
means every one destitute of the Spirit. 
In this sense the same word is used by St. 
Jude, verse 19, " sensual, *' which he im- 
mediately defines by, "not having the 

these truths are not naturally fully and readily received, but 

to be discerned, even by the by the effect of the same 

greatest exertion of his intel- Spirit in subduing the pride 

lectual faculties. They can- and the corrupt affections of 

not be known until revealed the human heart."— Bp. Van 

by the Spirit of God : nor will Mildert's Bampt. Lect. p. 179. 
they, perhaps, even then, be 
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Spirit."^ Of such it is affirmed "neither 
can he know them because they are spiri- 
tually discerned ;" know them in such a 
manner as no longer to appear " foolish- 
ness to him ;" but worthy of his affec* 
tionate regard. 

For the effecting of which the Holy 
Spirit first of all " reproves'' (IXIy^ci, con- 
vinces) of sin, " by enabling us to per- 
ceive that the law is " exceeding broad," 
extending not only to every overt act, 
but also to the desires and thoughts of 
the heart ; and that " it is holy, just, and 
good."^ And then "shines in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge" — a 
clear discovery " of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ."^ 

Whence St. Paul, in his devout and 
affectionate prayer, desires in behalf of 
the Ephesians " the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of God might 

* " To those who are devoid Justin Martyr, note, p. 133, 
of the Spirit, Tatian also girea bj fip. Kaje. 
the title oii^ucol,** p. 154. c. * Comp. Ps. cxix. 96, Rom. 

Account of the writings of vii. 9 — 12, John. xvi. 8. 

' 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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be given to them, the eyes of their under- 
standingbeingenlightened:"^ — inbehalfof 
Timothy that " the Lord would give him 
understanding in all things :"^ — and repre- 
sents the Colossians as '* renewed in know* 
ledge." ^ 

The Psalmist, in like manner, conscious 
that, in addition to the word itself, some 
assistance was necessary in order to his 
rightly understanding it, prays, " Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law."'^ And our 
Lord referring to the prophets says, " And 
they shall be all taught of God. Every 
man therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me."^ 

To " be taught of God" must, in this 
passage, mean something more than 
merely being supplied with the means of 
instruction, because the Jews whom our 
Lord addressed were at the time in pos- 
session of the Old Testament, as well as 

* Ephes.i. 17, 18. • Isa. liv. 13. Jer. xxxi. 

««Tim.2— 7. 34. Micah. iv. 2. John vi. 

« Col.iii. 10. 45. 
^ Ps. cxix. 18. 
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heard his personal instructions, yet they 
did not "come unto him." The con- 
trary of which is emphatically affirmed of 
"every one taught of God." He there- 
fore both furnishes the means, and also 
gives the capacity to learn : or in the 
language of the Scriptures themselves, 
" He opens the understanding to under- 
stand them."^ 

" It is not then," to use the words of 
the learned Augustus Ernest, " to be 
doubted, that pious men desirous of know- 
ing divine truth, are assisted by the Spirit 
of God in searching out the sense of Scrip- 
ture, especially of those things which more 
particularly pertain to faith and morals."^ 
" If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of myself."* 

" The first creature of God," remarks 
the father of inductive philosophy. Lord 



' Luke zxir. 45. sensu^in iisquidem rebus quae 

^ Non est dubitandum, vi- proprie ad fidem et mores 

roB pios et veritatis divins pertinent.— Institu. Interpret. 

cupidos, adjuvari a Spiritu Nov. Test. p. 25. 

Dei in scrutando Scripturae ' Jobn vii. 17. 
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Bacon, " in the works of the days, was 
the light of the sense ; the last was the 
light of. reason; and his sabbath work 
ever since is the illumination of his 
Spirit."^ 

Well therefore may we, on the sacred 
and peaceful hours of the Sabbath in the 
sanctuary, unite in supplicating the great 
source of all, ^'That it may please thee, 
to illuminate all bishops, priests, and 
deacons, with true knowledge and un- 
derstanding of thy word :" " Grant that 
thy people may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, and also may 
have grace and power faithfully to fulfil 
the same :" — " God, who as at this time 
didst teach the hearts of thy faithful 
people, by the sending to them the light 
of thy Holy Spirit ; grant us by the same 
Spirit to have a right judgment in all 
things."* 

In maintaining, however, that the Holy 



' Essaj on Troth. Sund. after Epiph. ; Col. for 

* The Litany. Col. Ist Whitsunday. 
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Spirit does enlighten the understanding, 
it should distinctly be remarked, it is not 
meant that he reveals anything, because 
that would confound the highest kind of 
inspiration with his ordinary influence, 
and is directly opposed to the tenor of 
Scripture, as well as to its express declara- 
tions. " All Scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness : that the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly Jur- 
nished unto all good works.'*^ Nor, that 
he conveys any new meaning to them, 
because thM would neutralise revelation : 
but that he so enlightens our understand- 
ing as to enable us by diligently " com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual, spi- 
ritually to understand what is already 
revealed/' As the telescope, when applied 
to the eye, lays open, but does not create, 
the various objects, otherwise impercepti- 
ble, which stretch along the horizon. 

* « Tim. iii. 16, 17. Com- viii. 20, Luke xvi. 31, and 
pare also Dent. iv. 2, Isa. Rev. zxii. 19. 
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Secondly, The disposition is changed. 

The simple perception of an object by 
no means ensures the approbation of it. 
Two persons similarly educated, view- 
ing the same object from the same point, 
may be diflPerently affected. Their per- 
ception of it, and the disposition they 
severally feel respecting it, may, indeed, 
co-exist ; nay, are, perhaps, inseparable. 
They are, however, distinguishable, and 
should therefore be considered separately. 
The same remarks are applicable to spiri- 
tual things. 

It is not sufficient that my understand- 
ing is compelled by the overwhelming 
force of evidence to admit the existence 
of the Deity, — I must love him. It is not 
sufficient to perceive myself to be a moral 
delinquent, — I must endeavour to escape 
the consequences. Nor will it suffice 
for me to be informed of a mediator — 
I must actually employ him as such^ and 
engage him in my behalf by complying 
with the terms which he has prescribed. 
But all these, and much more, clearly re- 
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quire a corresponding state of mind ; a 
state which is obviously not natural to 
man, for then all would exercise it, since 
each follows his own. Nor is it less clear 
that the Scriptures attribute the change 
of it to the Spirit of God ; wrought in a 
manner, it is believed, perfectly analogous 
to the natural operations of the human 
mind. For, as it cannot be maintained 
that the will possesses a self-determining 
power without admitting an affect pro- 
duced without a cause ; nor that moral 
liberty consists in indifference, since will- 
ing or choosing is the result of preference, 
every choice must, it would seem, de- 
pend upon some previously disposing cause. 
This I denominate disposition. Should 
it be asked what is intended by disposi- 
tion, it is replied, 

** That persuasion or commands, the 
hopes of future rewards or the dread of 
future punishment, are effectual in pro- 
ducing different events, according to the 
different circumstances in which these 
powers are supposed to exert their ener- 
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gies ; and that it is absolutely necessary 
here, as in other cases^ to attend very 
exactly to these circumstances, in order 
to judge of the effects which they will 
have upon the human mind. These cir- 
cumstances we usually denominate by one 
word, the disposition of the moral agent, 
and we have no other method of ascer- 
taining the nature of this disposition than, 
as in other cases, by repeated observations. 
In fact, by the term disposition, we can 
only mean something in the composition 
of man, the nature of which we are 
utterly unacquainted with ; but which is 
materially concerned in the production of 
volitions. We are sure that this unin- 
telligible something really exists, because 
the same external incitements to virtue 
and vice have very different effects upon 
different persons : and to what can we so 
reasonably ascribe a difference of opera- 
tion in the same motives, as to some 
essential difference in the structure of the 
choosing principle? You may as wel| 
deny the existence of that power by which ' 
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bodies tend to the centre of the earth, as 
affirm that all minds are constituted pre- 
cisely alike, when the same exhortations 
and threatenings evidently produce dis- 
tinct thoughts and resolutions, with an 
endless variety.**^ 

And as there is a close analogy between 
the natural and spiritual world, truth 
cannot be at variance with itself; the 
Scriptures therefore, addressing us in the 
language of common life, use the terms 
able and unable, can and cannot, not 
only in a physical, but also in a moral 
sense, as expressive of disposition or of 
indisposition. 

Thus our Lord, " Ye hypocrites, ye can 
discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot 
(pi SvvatrOs, ye are not disposed to) discern 
the signs of the times/'^ The very epi- 
thet applied by the gracious Redeemer to 
the Pharisees and Saducees determines 
the sense of the word rendered, "can- 

^ Essay on Haman Libertj, dent of Qaeen's College, 
by the late J. Milner, D.D., Cambridge, p. 71 — 3. 
Dean of Carlisle, and Presi- ^ Matt. zvi. 3, 
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not." They could not, only because they 
were indisposed. " Are ye able (SvvaaOe^ 
disposed) to drink of the cup that I shall 
drink of ?" &c. " They say unto him, 
we are able, (SwajuieOa, disposed,) and he 
said unto them, ye shall indeed drink of 
my cup," ® &c. The reply of our Lord 
determines the sense of the word able. 
** No man can (Svvaroc, is disposed to) 
come to me, except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him."^ The nature 
of the inability expressed by the term 
cariy is indicated by the term draw ; and 
which our Lord expresses in another 
form, but with the same meaning, " Ye 
will not come to me, that ye might have 
life.''^ And in the same sense, to give 
weight to the argument, must, it would 
seem, the following passage be under- 
stood. " The Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot (oi Sivorac, is not disposed 
to) receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him."* 

« Matt. XX. 22, 23. « Jobn xiv. 17. Comp. 

9 Jphn vi. 44, Gr. of Acts x. 47, 1 Cor. x. 

* John V. 40. 21, &c. 
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In these passages, indisposition^ con* 
nected, of course, with darkness of under- 
standing, appears clearly to be the inability 
specified ; as it is marked with the utmost 
precision by the sacred writers as the 
cause of man's condemnation, for they 
invariably represent it as originating in 
" the love of darkness rather than light ;" 
in ** making light" of the provision spread 
before him ; and in ''neglecting so great 
salvation,"^ &c. 

Accordingly, the removal of it was the 
very point pressed by John the Baptist, by 
our Lord, and by his apostles, both before 
and subsequent to the day of Pentecost. 
" Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand." '' Repent ye, and believe 
the Gospel." " They went out, and 
preached that men should repent." ** Re- 
pent, and be baptised every one of you."* 

Nor was this change required of some 
only, but of all ; since our Lord and his 
apostles enforced it as alike requisite for 

3Jolmiii.l9. Matt.xzii. « Matt.iu.2. Mark i. 15; 

5. Heb. ii. 3, &c. yi. 13. Acts ii. 38. 
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Jew and Gentile/ It formed an essential 
part of their conmussion, and was there- 
fore to be prodmmed '^ That God now 
commandeth all men everywhere to re- 
pent."'^ 

In eadi of the passages cited, the word 
*' repent " is either fth-avo&a, post factum 
sapio, or the noun ^icravow, resipiscentia, 
which express the first step to be taken 
in order to that complete repentance or 
sorrow usually expressed by /icra/LtcXo/uac, 
poenitet me, or perafukiia^ poenitentia.^ 
The former refers chiefly to the disposi- 
tion. 

And though like all other spiritual 
blessings, it is commanded, this change is 
nevertheless the effect of divine influ- 
ence. ° In strict accordance with this 
view of the subject its opposite is described 
as ^* minding the things of the Spirit," 
as being of the same dispodtion ^* as was 

^ Luke xiii. 3, 5. Acts xx. ? g^e Dr. Campbell on the 

^ 1 • Gospeli, Diss.'6tb , part iii. 

• Acte xvii. 30. Comp. 8 ^^^g jij, gg . ^ 3^ . ^j 

the Greek of Luke xxiv. 47. 18. 2 Tim. ii. 25. and Bp. 

Home on Ps. cxix. 112. 
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in Christ Jesus : — the means and cause of 
which are both stated in the following 
words. " But we all, with open face 
beholding as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord."^ 

Again, " Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling. For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his good pleasure."^ The latter 
follows the former ; and both are pre- 
ceded by the divine operation. Since, 
however, " to will and to do" are strictly 
speaking our acts, for the Holy Spirit 
neither wills nor acts for us, the disposi- 
tion must be that which is acted upon ; and 
in consequence of which we both ** will 
and do.** This avoids the difficulty of sup- 
posing the volitions of one moral agent 
being immediately created by another ; 
is agreeable to the constitution of the 

' Rom. viii.6. PbiLiLd. Xtiv, &e? If so, it suppwta 

2 Cor. iii. 16. the view here taken of the 

*■ Phil. u. 12, IS. I« there passage. Compare 2 Cer. 

an riUpsifi of elf }^S$t9 rh 0f- viii. 10, Eph. i. 13—18, &c. 
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human mind ; is supported by the justest 
conclusions of reason and philosophy; 
and exactly corresponds with the words 
of the same apostle, '^ He that hath begun 
a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ." * 

In like manner faith is represented in 
the following passages as the consequence 
of divine influence. '^ No man can come 
to me, except the Father draw him." 
'^ No man can came unto me, except it 
were given unto him of the Father." 
" By grace ye are saved through faith ; 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God." " Ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of 
God." "It is given in the behalf of 
Christ not only to believe on him, but 
also to suffer for his sake.*** 

The expressions "draw,** given unto 
him," " the gift of God,** " the operation 
of God,** apply forcibly and with propriety 
to the disposition only ; for in whatever 
manner faith be defined, still, as the spirit 

' Phil. i. 6. * John yi. 44, 65. Epb. ii. 

8. Col.ii.12. PhiLi.29. 
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does not believe for us, it must be our 
own act — the result of a choice made 
from a previous determination ; . an act of 
that disposition which originated in the 
divine agency and bounty ; agreeably to 
other declarations, " Thy people shall be 
willing in the day of thy power ;" 
"Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened 
that she attended unto the things which 
were spoken of Paul."* 

These remarks might easily be extend- 
ed, especially by adducing those passages 
which attribute the affections to the in- 
fluence of the Spirit. But if the above 
view conveys the exact idea of the Scrip- 
tures on the subject, then because we are 
said " to live in the Spirit ;*' ** to walk in 
the Spirit ;" " to be led by the Spirit ;'* 
and to " mind the things of the Spirit ;"^ 
must the disposition be. 

First, habitual and 'permanent ; according 
to the promises of our Lord. " The water 
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 

* Ps. ex. 3, Acts xvU * Gal. v. 25, 16. Rom. 

14. viii. 14, 5. 
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water springing up into everlasting life.'* 
" The Spirit shall abide with you for 
ever." And the words of St. Paul, 
" The Spirit of God dwelleth in us."^— 
" By dwelling in us, is meant the special 
presence and residence, the permanent 
and continued influence and conduct of 
God's Holy Spirit, as a constant and 
powerful principle of spiritual life and 
activity in good meli.'* "^ Whence also it 
is represented as a " new creature," — a 
" divine nature/* — " for that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit." ® 

But when the disposition is said to be 
habitual and permanent, it is by no means 
to be inferred that it is always equally 
vigorous. For " the flesh being weak ** 
has a counter influence. Still the Holy 
Spirit does not, as the aurora borealis, 
merely shine; but as the sun he both 
enlightens and invigorates. The under- 
standing perceives the inadequacy and 

« John i7. 14 ; xir. 17. ' Abp. TUlot Senn. 198. 

Rom. yiii. 9, 11. 1 Cor. iii. toI. iii. p. 611. 
16. 2 Tim. i. 14, &c. « 2 Cor. ▼. 17. 2 Pet. i. 4. 

John iii. 6. 
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fleeting nature of all earthly enjoyments, 
the superior excellency of spiritual things, 
and the amazing scenes which an invisible 
world will more fully open to its view. 
The disposition prefers them as more im- 
portant, more sublime, and infinitely 
more suitable to its immortal existence. 
The affections rise to the subject ; and 
the efforts follow, not only by " shunning 
the works of the flesh,*' by opposing every 
feeling of ** pride, vain-glory, and hypo- 
crisy, envy, hatred and malice, and all 
uncharitableness," but, as our Lord is the 
brightest, fairest exemplar of virtue ever 
exhibited to mortal eyes, by imitating his 
example, in the temper of his mind, in the 
tenour of his life, and in the widely-dif- 
fusive benevolence of his heart ; " doing 
the will of his Father ;** " giving honour 
to whom honour is due ;'* " rendering 
to C»8ar the things that are Csesar's, and 
to God the things that are God*s.'* 

And, secondly, that we are entirely de- 
pendent upon the Spirit as the source, 
and for the continuance of all Christian 

f2 
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Tirtues and gnces ; inasmuch as " love, 
joy, peace. longsuflFering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance — all 
goodness, righteousness, and truth, are the 
fruits of the Spirit." ^ — Borne indeed by 
man, and as ornamental to him as they 
are beneficial, but yet as dependent upon 
the Spirit as the fruit of a tree is upon 
its sap ; proving that *' separated from 
him we can do nothing;" and ^^are not 
sufficient of ourselves to think anything 
as of ourselves ;'' but, " through the spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body ;" 
" abound in hope through the power of 
the Holy Ghost ;** " through the Spirit, 
do wait for the hope of righteousness ;** 
and " obey the truth through the Spirit/*^ 
Nay, so dependent are we that, in 
those solemn and interesting seasons, 
when we bow the knees to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, so ma- 
nifold are our infirmities, so imperfect is 
our knowledge, and so perpetually do we 

» Gal. V. 22. Eph.v. 9. 5. Rom. viii. 13; xv. 13. 

» John XV. 5. 2 Cor. iii. 2 Cor. y. 5. 1 Pet. i. 22. 
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require bis influence, that even then, 
'* the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities ; 
for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought ; but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered.'* ^ — " He guideth and 
quickeneth us in devotion ; showing us 
what we should ask ; raising in us holy 
desires and comfortable hopes ; disposing 
us to approach unto God with fit disposi- 
tions of mind, love and reverence, and 
humble confidence. He is also our In- 
tercessor with .God. Whence he is pecu- 
liarly called TTopoicXiiToc, the Advocate ; 
that is, one who is: called in by his good 
word, or countenance, to aid him, whose 
cause is to be examined, or petition to be 
considered.'*^ 

Thus, the divine influence, falling in- 
sensibly as the dew, refreshens, and as the 
genial shower, fertilizes the seed sown, so 
that it gradually developes itself, " first 
the blade, then the ear, after that. the full 

' Rom. yiii. 26. p. 205. See also Dodd. note 

' Barrow's works^ yol. ii. in loc. 
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corn in the ear ;" or renders the Chris- 
tian " like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season.** And thus, by means of his word, 
of his public ordinances and prayer, he 
" is strengthened with might by the 
Spirit."*—" Mark the rain that falls from 
above, and the same shower that dropped 
out of one cloud, increaseth sundry plants 
in a garden, and severally, according to 
the condition of every plant ; in one stalk 
it makes a rose, in another a violet, divers 
in a third, and sweet in all. So the 
Spirit works its multiformous effects in 
several complexions, and all according to 
the increase of God. Is thy habit and 
inclination choleric? Why try thyself 
if thou be very apt to be zealous in a good 
cause, and it turns thy natural infirmity 
into holy heat," &c. &c.^ 

Of the ordinary influences of the Spirit 
it should, however, be particularly re- 
marked that they are not perceptible 

* Eph. iii. 16. ** Bp. Jer. Taylor's Consol. 

cb. ii. vol. i. lis. 
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otherwise than by their effects. In this 
respect, as in others, they differ from 
those which were extraordinary. Like 
the agency exerted in the natural world, 
though real, it is nevertheless unseen ; 
and must remain so, unless we could show 
the undeviating order in which our ideas 
arise, and the manner in which motives 
influence the mind. This our Lord him- 
self has decided. " The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not teli whence 
it Cometh, and whither it goeth : so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit** 
And if not his Jirst^ of course not his 
subsequent, operations. The subject of it 
may sometimes indeed be sensible both, of 
the means employed, and of the change 
which has been effected:^ still the in- 
fluence itself cannot be discerned. 

Nor can this change be identified with 
baptism. Our Lord does indeed affirm, 
" Except any one be born of water, and 

^ Palej's Serm. 7 and 24 ; and Apb. Tillot. Serm. 179, vol. 
iii. p. 501. 
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of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God :** and St. Paul, " Ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing (Xovrpoi;, laver'^) of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost."® The 
construction of the former passage in 
particular, no less than the phraseology 
in both, require them to be understood of 
baptism. Still baptism cannot be identi- 
fied with the change produced by the 
Holy Spirit, because both our Lord and 
his apostle insist upon a double birth.^ 
The birth of water and the birth of 
the Spirit : the former generally, the 
latter universally, necessary to salva- 
tion. To suppose otherwise, would be 
to confound one of the means by which 
the change is effected with the change 
itself; and, moreover, the time when, the 
place where, and the person by wbom, the 

^ Lavaorum regenerationis, Clav. L. S. Nay. Test, tub 
quia est organon ac medium voct, 

divinitus ordinatum, quo me- ® John iii.5. Titus iii. -5. 

diante Spiritus Sanctus ho- See also £ph. y. 26. 
mines regenertt. — Stockii, * Bp. Marsbe's notes to 

Michaelis, and note. 
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change is effected, would be all distinctly 
known, contrary to the decision of our 
Lord, just cited from John iii. 8. 

The privileges consequent on baptism, 
as on circumcision, are doubtless great 
and manifold. As an initiatory ordinance 
it introduces us intp the kingdom of 
Christ, entitles us to all the privileges of 
that kingdom, of which, He being the 
supreme Lord, his guardian care is not 
the least. Nor, do either scripture or 
reason allow us for a moment to consider 
baptism as the only inefficacious ordi- 
nance appointed. The judgment ;of all 
ages has therefore coincided in pronounc- 
ing it to be ** an outward and visible sign 
of an inward and spiritiial grace, given 
unto qs, ordained by Christ himself, as a 
means whereby we receive, the same, and 
a pledge to assure us thereof." 

I have, therefore, in common with 
others, denominated it but one of the 
means by which the Spirit produces a 
change in the disposition, because St. 
James. attributes it to " the word'' as well : 

F 5 
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" Of his own will begat he us with the 
word of truth ;" as St. Peter also does, 
"Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abtdeth for 
ever." While St. Paul assures us " that 
faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.**^ 

But whatever means he employs, the 
design of his operations is the same. By 
his extraordinary influence he attested 
the truth of the mission of him whose 
messengers the prophets and apostles 
were ; and therefore, so far as relates to 
our Lord himself^ the Spirit " bore wit- 
ness to, and glorified, him.'' Yet the 
gift of tongues, or of healing, or of the 
other miraculous powers, did not enable 
the hearers, or the spectators, personally 
to perceive the importance, the excellency, 
and the suitableness of the Redeemer in 
his character of Mediator : since many 
of them with cold indifference neglected 
him ; or with open hostility rejected him. 

1 James i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 33. Rom. x. 17. 
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To his ordinary influence therefore, must 
we chiefly, if not exclusively, look for 
the fulfilment of our Lord's promise, 
" He shall glorify me ;" and which, for 
that reason, could not be confined to the 
apostolical age. The redemption, which 
he came to accomplish by the sacrifice of 
himself, was not the emancipation of 
those only, from the power and conse- 
quences of sin, who lived in that age, but 
in all ages. His death is ** the propitia* 
tion for the sins of the whole world."^ 
The commission given to his apostles, 
and through them to all their successors, 
is to ** disciple all nations,'^ and his pro* 
mise is " to draw all unto himself/' If 
the influence of the Spirit was required 
then to enable mankind to embrace him 
as their Redeemer, to imitate him as their 
example, and to obey him as their Lord, 
it is requisite now. Indeed, the part of 
redemption performed by Christ, is but 
the materials of the part performed by 
the Holy Spirit. 

' 1 John ii. 2. 
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The sacred writers, in describing the 
Messiah, select every natural and artifi- 
cial object that is majestic, beautiful, fra- 
grant, and necessary to illustrate his supe- 
riority, his beauty, his fragrance, and his 
importance to man. The written word 
describes what the Spirit does. To the 
latter we are indebted for all. Every 
real Christian^ therefore, catches some- 
thing of the feelings, breathes something 
of the same spirit, delights, in some small 
measure, in the same ineffable object, 
ardently desiring, with the apostle of 
the Gentiles, to ** count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus his Lord ;'* and as the 
needle, though it often quivers, never 
becomes stationary till it points directly 
to the pole, so the mind of man never 
rests till it " looks unto Jesus/* ^ 

If then the Spirit does not enable us 
to perceive his adaptation to our wants 
in all and every respect, it remaids to be 
shown for what purpose revelation was 

» Heb. xii. '2, 
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vouchsafed, for what purpose our Lord 
'* was manifest in the flesh," and for what 
purpose the Spirit operates at all. Not 
to dissemble in a point of such moment, 
the writer, after mature deliberation, is 
convinced, that the Holy Spirit " glorifies 
Christ by taking of the things that are 
his, and showing them" to every real 
Christian ; and that inconsequence, "every 
one who hath heard and learned of the 
Father/' by his Spirit, " cometh unto 
Jesus Christ," as the one appointed Sa- 
viour of all who apply to him in every 
age and country. 

Hence, in proportion as every such 
applicant perceives his power and willing- 
ness to save, delights in and chooses him 
as his Lord, and yields implicit obedience 
to his authority, a joy arises in the breast 
as holy as it is calm, and as humble as it 
is grateful. For Christianity, so far from 
exterminating the passions, only regulates, 
refines, and elevates them : teaching us to 
derive that joy at once from the great 
and pure fountain of all consolation, by 
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means of his ordinances and his word. 
Such is the representation of the Scrip- 
tures. " Finally, my brethren, rejoice 
in the Lord." " Rejoice in the Lord 
alway ; and again, I say rejoice.*** He^ 
in the character of Mediator, is the 
ground of all scriptural joy ; and the Holy 
Spirit, as enabling us to perceive his suit- 
ableness and excellency, is the author of 
it. 

There are, however, several expres- 
sions used in scripture connected with 
the ordinary influence of the Spirit, which 
demand a few observations before this 
chapter is closed. 

" The Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of 
God.''^ It would extend these reflec- 
tions further than I intended, and would 
be unprofitable to the reader to enter 
into a detail of the absurd views which 
have been entertained by many respecting 

^ Phil. iii. 1 \ iv. 4. See Isa. xziz. 19. Habak. iii. 18. 
also Ps. xxxiii. 1 ; cxlix. i. Rom. ▼. 11, &c. &c. 

^ Rom. yiiu 16. 
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the "witness of the Spirit." It may 
suffice to remark, that it cannot allude to 
any thing extraordinary — because no- 
thing of the kind is elsewhere intimated 
as a proof of adoption. Nor can it refer 
to any particular impulse on the mind, 
because, independently of the words 
properly rendered " with our Spirit,'* in 
the authorized version, the terms " bear 
witness,'* whenever applied to God, are 
used in the sense of producing evidence. 
Thus it is said, " God also bearing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, according to his own will." 
— " Speaking boldly in the Lord, which 
gave testimony to the word of his grace, 
and granted signs and wonders to be 
done by their hands.'' — " Nevertheless, 
he left not himself without witness, in 
that he did good, and gave us rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness." — " For 
the works which the Father have given 
me to finish, the same works that I 
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do, bear witness of me, that the Father 
hath sent me/* — " The works that I do 
in my Father's name, they bear witness 
of me."« 

In these instances, nothing is spoken ; 
but the effects produced are evidences of 
divine authority, power, and favour. In 
like manner, when it is said, *^ the Spirit 
beareth witness," nothing is uttered, no- 
thing is suggested, there is no mental 
vision ; but the Holy Spirit " sheds abroad 
the love of God in the heart," enables us 
to " walk, not after the flesh,'* but to 
" mind the things of the Spirit,*' and to 
"mortify the deeds of the body."^ 

These eflFects are evidences that " he 
dwells" in us, and that " we are led by 
him."^ The Spirit's witnessing with our 
spirit consists, therefore, in enabling us 
to ascertain by those effects, " that we are 
the children of God." 

Hence, the Spirit himself is repre- 

• Heb. ii. 4. Acts xiv. 3, » -^qu^^ yiij. 9^ 14, Comp. 

17. John. V. 36, 37 ; x. 25. 1 John iii. 24. 
^ Rom. V. 5 J viii. 1, 5, 13. 
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sented as a ** seal'*— that which stamps, 
as it were, the divine image on the soul.^ 
Whence both himself, and perhaps his 
gracious influences, are represented as 
" the earnest of future blessings :^ as his 
influences are the first fruits."^ 

* 2 Cor. i. 22. Eph. i. 13 ; First Fruits, see Dr. Owen on 
iv. 30. Comp. 2 Tim. ii. 19, the Spirit, Appendix 404 — 
&c. 409; Piesid. Edward's Relig. 

* Eph. i. 14. 2Cor. i. 22. Affect, part iii. sec. 1, or 
' Rom. viii. 22. On the Works vol. iv. p. 134, &c. ; 

Witness of the Spirit, on bis Kypke Obserr. Sac. ad Epis. 
being the Seal, Earnest and II. Corin. cap. i. 22. 
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CHAPTER V. 



On the Practical Bearings of the 

Subjects. 

And of these, the following remarks are 
confined — to the light in which the 
Scriptures should be viewed — to the af- 
fecting view which the subject gives of 
the divine disposition — to its aspect on 
the interests of genuine piety — the future 
triumph of Christianity, and the conse- 
quent harmony of the world—and to its 
finally developing individual character. 

I. The light in which the Scriptures 
should be viewed. 

Without urging the imperfection of 
oral tradition, which, the farther it is re- 
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moved from its original source, becomes, 
in exact proportion, more corrupt, and 
therefore the less to be depended upon ; — 
that written documents are consequently 
necessary to perpetuate and extend 
any religion ; — and that human authority 
can never be definitive in matters of such 
moment ; — the probability/ of a revelation 
being given to man, is inferred both from 
his capacity, and also from the known 
benevolence of the Deity ; and that he 
has actually conveyed his mind, at such 
times, in such a manner, and by such 
persons as seemed fitting to his own 
unerring wisdom, appears indubitable. 

The works of the Deity in nature bear 
his impress, and carry their own evidence 
with them to the mind of a reflecting 
spectator ; and no less do the truths of 
revelation bear upon their front the in- 
imitable impress of their Author : while 
the nature, the kind, and the variety of the 
evidence, direct and collateral, ancient and 
modern, which accompany them, corrobo- 
.rate their claims. 
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A revelation being granted ; Inspiration 
seems the only means by which it could 
be written, and that inspiration we should 
naturally expect to possess, under all the 
circumstances of the case, the character, 
or variety assigned to it in the definition, 
chap. ii. More cannot, it is presumed, 
be unobjectionably maintained by its most 
strenuous advocates ; nor can less be 
consistently predicated of it, by those 
whose views coincide with the lowest 
degree of inspiration. 

But if that view of it be just, the ple- 
nary inspiration of the Scripture follows 
of course. A consequence of vast im- 
portance. For, in this case, the Bible 
does not merely contain^ but is itself the 
word of God ; having been, in some parts 
of it, immediately revealed, and in all 
expressly sanctioned by him. The con- 
trary hypothesis is repugnant to the very 
idea of a revelation being vouchsafed at 
all. Since, if there be an admixture of 
human opinions and fallible reasonings 
with the divine communications, an in- 
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quisitive mind, at least, will always be 
hesitating as to which is human^ which is 
divine ? — which is the mind of the writer^ 
which is the mind of God f— such a vacil- 
lation is unavoidable. Nay, the contrary 
would be an abuse of our reasoning 
faculty, and would betray an undue sense 
of our accountability. 

Is it of no moment, whether I bow to 
the dictates of infinite wisdom, or adopt 
implicitly the sentiments of an erring 
fellow mortal ? — whether my hope is 
based on the will of my Maker, or on 
the private opinion of a descendant of 
Abraham ? There is no alternative. It 
must be either the former or the latter. 
If the latter^ then does each Christian 
require a distinct revelation to certify him 
that his hope is based on a wrong founda- 
tion. But this will not be maintained. 

Nor, be it remembered, do either our 
Lord or his apostles, when recognising 
the inspiration of the Old Testament,^ 

» See Matt. iv. 4,7, 10; V. 43; xxiv. 15; xxvi. 54, 56. 
17, 18 ; xxi. 42 ; xxii. '29, 31, Mark xii. 1^4, 36. Luke i. 70 ; 
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make any distinction between parts in- 
spired, or, according to the hypothesis, 
not inspired; but refer to them as of 
equal authority. It seems, therefore, im- 
possible to escape the conclusion that 
either the entire writings of the Old Tes- 
tament are of equal authority, (and, if 
they are, by consequence the writings of 
the New,) or that "the Light of the world'* 
has himself, by his apostles and by his 
Spirit, instructed it very imperfectly. 
Since, if the distinction existed, it was of 
immense importance to make it known. 
Not, however, having done so, it is more 
reasonable, and unquestionably more 
pious, to believe that the distinction exists 
nowhere, but in a sentiment-serving 
imagination. If it do exist, let it be 
distinctly and satisfactorily shown. Till 
then, our appeal may be made to the 
Scriptures, in the spirit which they them- 

X. 26, 27; xvi. 31. John v, 2 Tim. iii. 14, 17. James ii. 

39 ; X. 55. Acts iv. 25 ; xvii. 8 ; iv. 5. 1 Pet. L 10, 12. 

11 ; xviii. 24, 25 ; xxviii. 25, 2 Pet. i. 19, 21, and their ci- 

27. Rom. iii. 2 ; xr. 4; xri. tations pacttm. 
26. Gal. iii. 8. 1 Tim. v, 18. 
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selves everywhere breathe as our test 
and guide » 

If, however, it be asked, as it some- 
times is, whether Moses required a reve- 
lation to inform him that he was in Egypt, 
or that he performed miracles there, or 
that he and the children of Israel passed 
through the Red Sea on dry ground, and 
sojourned in the wilderness : or whether 
it required a revelation to inform the 
Evangelists and the other writers of the 
New Testament, of the names, places, 
&c. &c., mentioned in the Gospels, the 
Acts, and the Epistles, which they could 
not but know from their own experience 
and observations, — the above view of 
inspiration supplies us with a ready an- 
swer. It is not maintained. Bear in 
mind the manner in which it has been 
defined ; and all questions of the kind 
will appear totally irrelevant. • 

It is that influence of the Spirit by 
which he moved the writers to compose, 
guided them in the selection of proper 
materials, brought to their remembrance 
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past occurrences, or revealed to them 
truths otherwise incapable of beingknown. 
In other words, his influence was, in every 
instance, adapted to the exigency of the 
case. The plainest Christian may, there- 
fore, determine for himself, wheil reading 
the Scriptures, whether the part under 
consideration was immediately revealed 
to the writer ; or whether it might have 
been known to him by any other means, 
and as such, he was only " guided," to 
record it. 

The advantage derived from such a 
view of inspiration is, that it provides us 
with a fixed standard to which we may 
confidently appeal. Some, indeed, are 
disposed to regard reason as that standard, 
maintaining its entire sufficiency. But 
whether that term be applied to the^a- 
culty itself, or to the opinion formed by 
it, neither can for a moment be admitted. 
The faculty cannot be the standard or 
test of truth, because such a supposition 
confounds the means by which we ascer- 
tain, with that which is to be ascertained. 
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It is equally clear, that reason iii the 
sense of opinion cannot be the standard 
or test of truth, because such a position 
would involve debate till the end of all 
things ^ nay^ could never be decided 
without renouncing reason. The points 
of debate would be, first, whose reason is 
to be the standard, yours or mine ? a 
third or a fourth person's, &c. &c« ? Se- 
condly, when is it to become so? For 
what you consider to be perfectly correct 
to-day, you may, from an increase of 
knowledge, have occasion to alter to- 
morrow. 

In neither case, then, can reason be 
the standard. It would besides be dero- 
gatory to Revelation. ** If, indeed, rea- 
son affects to be self-sufficient, she is an 
impotent usurper ; but if she act in a state 
of dependence, she is a valuable servant. 
Does she pretend to be our light in mat- 
ters of a spiritual and heavenly nature ? 
She is then a despicable dotard, or an 
ignis fatuus. Does she kindle her torch 
at the fire of Revelation ? She may then 
be a discerner of doctrines, and we will 

G 
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call her, ** the candle of the Lord." Sub- 
mitting to her dirine author, and learning 
at the feet of Omniscience, she is reason 
in her senses ; presuming to be equal 
with the All-wise ; undertaking to com- 
prehend his works, or daring to dispute 
his word, she is reason run mad. In 
this quality we disclaim and cashier her ; 
in the other we cherish and employ 
her."^ 

The office of reason clearly is, there- 
fore, to examine the claims of the Scrip- 
tures to inspiration ; to ascertain by every 
possible means the genuine sense of their 
contents ; and then to bow implicitly to 
their authority^ as to that from which 
there lies no appeal. 

It is thus alone the understanding can 
be convinced, and the conscience bound 
wfcat to hold as certainly true, what to 
reject as unquestionably false^ So that 
the lighthouse to -ascertain the bearing, 
and the compass and chart to direct, be- 
neath a clouded sky, the course in which 

* Lord Bacon's Adrancement of Learning. 
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the mariner should steer, are not of more 
practical importance to him, than the in- 
spired volume is to man. Wherefore 
*^ prove all things, hold fast that which is 
good/'^ 

That difficulties are to be met with in 
it is fullj admitted. And, considering 
the nature of the subjects of which they 
treat, as well as the limited nature (^ our 
capacity in the present state, many of 
them will probably remain such, till we 
shall be permitted to enter that sphere of 
light and life where our faculties will ex- 
pand, and where ** we shall know even 
as we are known." This world is but 
our preparatory school ; and most of us, 
perhaps, are, as it were, only on the 
non-sense form. In the mean time, it is 
before-hand to be expected, that a work 
of such a diversified character as the 
sacred volume, composed too by eastern 
writers in the manner already stated, 
should present readers of the western 
hemisphere with '' things hard to be un- 

. « 1 Thes. V. 21. 

G 2 
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derstood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest (distort) to their own 
destruction." 

Still we are not even here at the ne 
plus ultra of biblical knowledge. Many 
difficulties, which in time past appeared 
insuperable, have by our growing acquaint- 
ance with the languages and idiom, the 
history, manners, and customs of the east, 
been entirely removed. Let not that 
therefore be denied to us in religion, 
which is even required in the various de- 
partments of experimental philosophy, 
and the comparatively infant branches of 
natural history. Especially, since the 
facilities afforded by the recent inventions 
of science, and the formation of a society 
for the interchange of national literature, 
justify the hope that the more we become 
acquainted with the east, the better shall 
we understand our bibles. And when 
the Jews recognising, in the babe born of 
a virgin at Bethlehem Ephratah, the son 
foretold by their prophet Isaiah,^ shall be 

' Isa. yii. 14 ; ix. 6, 7. 
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united to the Christian church, they^ deeply 
versed in Rabbinical learning, and stripp- 
ing it of all its cabalistical notions, will, 
doubtless, pour a flood of light on many- 
parts of our sacred literature.* 

Let science, then, multiply her inven- 
tions, and apply them "Jio the practical 
purposes of daily life. Let learning 
increase her intellectual wealth and dis- 



* A few^ days after these re- 
marks were written, the au- 
thor was gratified at reading 
the following report of the so- 
eiety referred to, namely, the 

Oriental Translation Fund 

* 

&c., which appeared in the 
Athenaeum for Feh. 1836, p. 
111. "A letter was read from 
Dr. Sachs, of Berlin, offering 
his services in the translation 
of Rahbinical and Hebrew 
works, and recommendingtwo 
to the notice of the Com- 
mittee ; 1. A History of Jew- 
ish Literature; and, 2. The 
Shebet Jehuds, a History of 
Jewish Persecutions. 

" Sir Graves C. Haughton 
remarked, that the Hebrew 
Literature of the middle ages 
was well worthy of investiga- 
tion, as the Jews were the 
rivals of the Arabs in cultivat- 



ing science, when Christen- 
dom was buried in ignorance. 

" Dr. Taylor stated, that 
Archbishop Usher's Library 
in Trinity College, Dublin, 
was very rich in Hebrew Lite- 
rature, and thought that it 
would be worth while to have 
some of these works examined. 

" Dr. Rosen said, that 
Wolfs Bibliotheca Rabbinica 
contained a very full account of 
the best Hebrew works of the 
middl e ages. 

" It was understood that 
Sa chs was of Jewish descent, 
and the Committee generally 
expressed great pleasure at 
the direction of the attention 
of the Jews to the literary, 
scientific, and historical re- 
cords of their nation, through 
the Oriental Translation 
Fund." 
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tribute it in every direction. And let both 
the one and the other distinctly aim at the 
high and holy purpose of bringing them 
especially to bear upon the illustration of 
the original deeds of our " inheritance,'' 
which "is incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven."* 

And, though the learned should hesi- 
tate as to the precise hour of the cruci- 
fixion ; the title on the cross ; the t/ear in 
which Cyrenius governed Syria ; and the 
manner in which Judas died, &c. ; let 
the poor cottager, whose daily bread is 
the word of eternal life, remember that 
enough of that same word is level to bis 
capacity " to make him wise unto salva- 
tion, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus/' And let a//, both learned and 
-unlearned, of every age and sex, embrace 
the inspired volume, confidently appeal 
to it on every question of Christian doc- 
trine and precept, saying. Here we have 
truth without any mixture of error, since 

» 1 Pet. i. 4. 
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it is an infallible test of religious senti- 
ment, and an unerring guide in Christian 
morals. 

2. The affecting view which the subject 
gives of the divine disposition towards 
man. 

The knowledge of the Deity which is 
derived from the contemplation of nature 
is necessarily of a mixed character ; and 
is obtained chiefly by induction. Con- 
trivance and design are everywhere per- 
ceptible, there must therefore be one who 
contrives and designs. Both these re- 
quire intelligence, wisdom, and power — he 
is, therefore, intelligent, wise, and power- 
fuL They promote our happiness, and 
open abundant sources of delight and 
pleasure ; ^* He maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good ; giveth us rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladness :'' His 
benevolence is, therefore, everywhere to 
be seen and felt. '^ It is thus that mo- 
dern philosophers infer the omnipotence, 
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omniscience, omnipresence, eternity, self- 
existence, necessary existence, and spiritu- 
ality of the Deity /*^ 

That these discoveries ought to excite 
a devout and corresponding feeling of 
adoring gratitude and love, cannot be 
questioned. The mass of mankind, how- 
ever, seldom reflect beyond " what they 
shall eat and drink, or wherewithal they 
shall be clothed/^ In the multiplicity of 
his favours the Giver is apt to be over- 
looked by all. And even in those who 
do reflect, no practical hold is taken upon 
the heart ; or if there is, it resembles the 
feeling of a person of taste contemplating 
the production of an unknown master ; 
not the feeling of one contemplating the 
works of an eminent friend* 



' Palej's Nat. Theol. ch. 
xxiv. p. 380—5. For the opi- 
nionsybowever, of Pythagoras, 
Aristotle, Zeno, Socrates and 
Plato, see the admirable work 
of Bp. Sumner's Records of 
the Creation, particularly vol. 
i. 189, 192, 195 to 213, &c, 
Cicero's de Nat. Deor, lib. i. 



12, lib. ii. 11, ZeAoph : Me- 
morab.l. i. — iv. •pamm, where 
%€65 and ecoi are used pro- 
miscuously, comp. 1. iv. c. S, 
with lib. lY. c. 4, sec. 19; Pla- 
to's Timasus, Taylor's transla. 
ii. 475, and the late and la- 
mented Dr. Burton's Bamp. 
Lect. ii* 43. 
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But even supposing the contemplation 
of nature is suflficient to fix the attention 
and to engage the aflFections, still it is de- 
fective. It fails in a most essential par- 
ticular. From nature we can learn no- 
thing of the divine will,® so far at least 
as to inspire us with a hope of his favour.^ 



• JambUcus, de Vit^ Phy- 
thag., acknowledges the diffi- 
culty of knowing what God 
will be pleased with, unless 
we are instructed by himself, 
or by some person he con- 
versed with, or acquire their 
knowledge some other way. 

» Of this, the following 
striking illustration, recorded 
in the first toI. of Crantz's 
History of Greenland, affords 
a clear proof. "It is true," 
said a Greenlander to the Mis- 
sionary, "we were ignorant 
heathens, and knew nothing 
of God, or a Saviour; and, 
indeed, who should tell us of 
him till yon come ? But thou 
must not imagine that no 
Greenlander thinks aboutthese 
things. I myself have often 
thought a kajak (boat) with 
all its tackle and implements, 
does not grow into existence 
of itself; but must be made 



by the labour and ingenuity 
of man ; and one that does not 
understand it would directly 
spoil it. Now the meanest 
bird has farmore skill display- 
ed in its structure, than the 
best kajak ; and no man can 
make a bird. But there is still 
a far g^reater art shown in the 
formation of a man, than of 
any other creature. Who was 
it that made him 1 I bethought 
me that he proceeded from his 
parents, and they from their 
parents; but some must have 
been the first parents ; whence 
did they come 1 common re- 
port informs me, they grew 
out of the earth ; but if so, 
why does it not still happen 
that men grow out of the 
earth 1 and from whence did 
this same earth itself, the sea, 
the sun, the moon, and stars, 
arise into existence? Cer- 
tainly, there must be some 

G 5 
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It particularizes nothing. His disposition 
towards me in particular, I can never 
learn, however anxious, or however dili- 
gent. If from his general benevolence I 
am inspired with a hope of his particular 
benevolence, some, apparently to me, 
adverse dispensation of his providence 
damps it altogether — then I was buoyed 
up, now I sink in despair. Man has con- 
fessedly offended his Maker ; can a recon- 
ciliation be effected ? Are any means 
necessary? FFTiat are those meana? 
Nature is silent. 

The probability of the souFs immortality 
seemed so great, that it was maintained, 
though with much dubiety, by most of 



Being wbo made aU these 
things ; a Being that always 
was, and can nerer cease to 
be. Hemnstbeinexpressiblj 
more mighty, knowing, and 
wise than the wisest man. 
He most be rery good too, 
because that eyerything that 
be has made is good, useful, 
and necessary for as. Ah, did 
I but know him, how would I 



lore him and honour him 1 
But who has seen him 1 who 
has eyer conrersed with him 1 
None of us poor men. Yet 
there may be men, too, that 
know something of him. O 
that I could but speak with 
such! therefore," said be, " as 
soon as erer I heard you speak 
of this great Being, 1 beliered 
it directly with all my heart. 



tt 
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the ancient philosophers, but whether 
there shall be a reunion of the body with 
the soul hereafter, whether rewards shall 
be bestowed, or punishment shall be in- 
flicted I — Nature is silent. 

« What, though I trace each herb and flower. 
That drinks the morning dew,"— 

relish the beauties of nature ; admire the 
scene of still life which stretches before 
me ; be inspired with reverence at the 
awful and majestic objects which, here 
and there, burst upon mj view ; or feel 
abashed at my insignificance, when, lifting 
my eye, on a clear night, to the heavens, 
it darts from star ta star, Compared with 
the large • idea thereby conveyed to my 
mind of the ^ll-pervading Deity. If I 
am not certified as to the disposition of 
"the high and lofty One,'* — as to the 
means of reconciliation, of acceptance 
and peace with him, and of m y final hap- 
piness, 

" How vain were all I knew !" 

In the inspired volume, however, the 
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desired information is conveyed ; so far, 
at least, as the present stage of our ex- 
istence requires, and our present capaci- 
ties can apprehend. Everything is 
definite. The divine existence is assumed 
by the writers as previously known. His 
attributes and perfections are described 
and proved by illustrations drawn from 
their operations. His relation to us, and 
our relation to him, are brought within 
the range of our faculties. He controls, 
directs, and governs all. ff^e are en- 
tirely dependent. *' In him we live, and 
move, and have our being," and, as 
moral delinquents, need his forgiveness, 
acceptance, and^aid. 

Whether the unity of the divine nature 
be discoverable from nature may justly be 
questioned, since the ** whole argument for 
the divine unity, goes no further than to 
a unity of counsel:"^ a fact confirmed 
by the well known principles common to 
both the Oriental^and Grecian philosophy. 

But, in the Scriptures, it is insisted 

> Paley's Nat. Tbeol. ch.zzY.p. 590. 
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upon as an essential truth, in contradis- 
tinction to the "gods many, and lords 
many," of the heathen world. And, in 
perfect harmony with this unity, though 
incomprehensible by us, a threefold dis- 
tinction subsists, which are denominated 
"the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost/* In one sense they are repre- 
sented to be threey in another sense, they 
are one. There is a unity y and there is a 
distinction. In revelation the fact is 
stated, but is not explained. Beyond 
this, I therefore presume not to step ; 
especially as there is nothing exactly 
parallel to it in the universe, which can 
illustrate it. It is sufficient for us to be 
informed that the knowledge, thoughts, 
and intentions of one, are the knowledge, 
thoughts, and intentions of all. Each is re- 
presented as discharging his appropriate 
office in our redemption. The Father as 
sending his only begotten Son ; the Son as 
assuming our nature, and voluntarily offer- 
ing himself to be " the propitiation for our 
sins,^^ died, and on the third day was 
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" raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father :** while the Holy Spirit is 
sent by both the Father and the Son, to 
" glorify him/' and to apply the benefits 
thus provided and thus procured. The 
disposition of each toward man must, 
therefore* be the same. 

Nor can there be any question, as to 
what that disposition is. The very cir- 
cumstance of revealing his will; the 
provision he has made for the recovery of 
a lost world by the incarnation, obedi- 
ence and death of Jesus Christ ; the in- 
vitations and promises, as well as the 
threatenings to the impenitent recorded 
in his word, alike demonstrate that ^* he 
hath no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked ; but that the wicked turn from 
his evil way and live.**^ 

In that word too every appellation is 
assumed that can awaken interest, or 
inspire confidence in his people. As an 
ever-watchful guardian, *^ he neither slum- 
bers nor sleeps ;'^ as the great Pastor of 

* Eiek. xxxiii. 11* 
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the universe, he provides for, restores, 
and leads all his flock ; as a ^^ hen/' he 
gathers, cherishes, and defends them ; or 
** as an eagle stirreth up her nest, flutter- 
eth over her young, spreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, beareth them on 
her wings ; so the Lord alone leadeth 
them/'^ 

This imagery is at once simple and 
elegant; but the following appeal is as 
extensive as the original commission given 
to the apostles and his ministers. It par- 
ticularizes and, as it were, embodies all 
others. It is made to all; since that 
which was already possessed could not 
with propriety be said to be given to 
them upon their asking for it ** If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children ; how much more 
shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask bim/'^ 

The argument is from the less to the 
greater ; from a parent that is evil, to 
the Father of all who is infinitely good ^ 

* Dent, zzxii. 11, 13, ^ Luke xi. 13. 
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from one that is often indigent, to him 
who sits enthroned upon the riches of 
the universe. If then^ such parents will, 
nevertheless, bestow on their suppliant 
children gifts, which they regard as most 
beneficial to them ; much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit, 
which virtually includes all other spiritual 
blessings, to them that ask him. Thus, 
while our Lord has emphatically marked 
the importance of " the Spirit" to man j 
he has, at the same time, most touchingly 
illustrated the disposition of him, from 
whom, as from a fountain, all the streams 
of natural affection in every successive 
generation have flowed. He who feeds 
the ravens, clothes the grass of the field, 
and causes the lilies to grow, can never be 
indifferent to the intelligent creatures of 
his power and wisdom. 

It comes home to the heart : it throws 
an increasing interest over the intellec- 
tual and moral world, by representing 
the Deity as actively engaged in behalf of 
the eternal welfare of man, as training 
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bim for a wider range of thought, and as 
preparing him for a happiness of which 
he is capable. It speaks in accents which 
cannot be mistaken. *^ Ask, and ye shall 
receive." Deeply interested, let every 
one turn the appeal into a devout and 
earnest prayer, — be pleased graciously to 
give thy Holy Spirit to me. 

3. Its aspect on the interests of genuine 
piety. 

That the doctrine of the Spirit's in- 
fluence has often been prostituted to the 
most unworthy purposes, as well as to 
promote fanaticism in its many forms, 
our own observation, and, if not, ecclesi- 
astical history, but too clearly proves ; 
while many, pretending to more than 
ordinary communications, and assuming a 
loftier tone and a superiority over their 
brethren, condemn in toto as men of the 
letter^ those who, in consequence of the 
absence of scripture evidence, cannot fall 
in with their injudicious statements. 
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Are we, therefore, to forbear, as if 
any mention of the Spirit's influence 
should seem like an approximation to 
enthusiasm? By no means. Let our 
statements of the doctrine be made with 
the utmost caution. Let our descriptions 
of it be such as shall exactly tally with 
the scriptural representations of it ; but 
let us not slight it ; much less should we 
reject it altogether. There is nothing, 
however excellent it may be, either in 
itself or in its consequences, but has in 
all ages been perverted. Base coin al- 
ways supposes genuine. ^Because one is 
an epicure, and another drinks to excess, 
are we, therefore, neither to eat nor to 
drink ? So neither are we to discard the 
divine influence, because some, pretending 
to be the subjects of it, may misrepresent 
it. Nay, if it be so, our duty becomes 
imperative, namely, clearly and frequently 
to state and defend it. The best way, 
said a late writer to pull down error, is 
by establishing the truth. ** To the law 



DIVINE AGENCY. 139 

and to tbe testimony : if tbey speak not 
according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them."^ 

There is a fear, however, in the minds 
of some lest, in maintaining the influences 
of the Spirit, we should intrench upon 
the freedom of the will, and in conse- 
quence interfere with the individual ac- 
countability of man. With those whose 
statements, perhaps, involve the objection 
alleged, the writer has nothing to do. 
They must vindicate their own views. 
But if intelligence be essential to the 
freedom of the will, and the will (no 
physical cause, of course, preventing it) 
invariably acts according to the disposi- 
tion of the agent, then is it intuitively 
certain that the Spirit, by enlightening 
the understanding, and by altering the 
disposition, neither intrenches upon the 
freedom of the will, nor interferes with 
the accountability of man; but, on the 
contrary, most effectually promotes both 
the one and the other. Nor does this 

* Isa. Till. 20. 
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view favour the scheme of absolute ne- 
cessity, since if the will be always influ- 
enced by motives then is it necessarily 
free. " We have seen that, in the term 
disposition^ there is implied no more than 
that unknown and incomprehensiblestruc- 
ture of the will, by which it yields to the 
influence of particular motives ; and that 
the virtue of the tigent depends not upon 
the manner in which th^t effect is pro- 
duced, but upon the nature of the dispo- 
sition itself. Strange, therefore, to ob- 
ject that our actions are less virtuous, 
because our tempers are made better by 
the efficacy of God's Holy Spirit. If 
our dispositions be changed, there must 
be some reason for the change. Yet all 
the objections on this head are grounded 
on the imaginary supposition that the 
necessary agency of the divine Being in 
rectifying our dispositions is inconsistent 
with the true nature of morality."^ 

Still, it is urged, that in proportion to 
our maintaining the necessity of divine 

* Milner*s Essay on Human Liberty, p. 92-3. 
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influence, in the same proportion we 
supersede the necessity of human efforts. 
But till it can be shown that the mind 
of man is acted upon in the same manner 
as a machine, or is as the marble beneath 
the hand of the sculptor, this objection, 
like the former, is purely imaginary. For, 
surely the very terms used to express this 
influence, as enlightening the understand- 
ing, being born of the Spirit, teaching, 
drawing, &c. &c. clearly imply a medium j 
the word, for instance, by which it is 
exerted, and which is therefore to be read 
and studied by us, can never be con- 
strued into a total neglect on our part. 
The means and the end are inseparably 
connected. •* The perfect propriety of 
using means upon all occasions appears 
from this single reflection, that they are 
absolutely necessary for procuring the 
ends; — the most cogent argument that 
can be conceived."^ 

** We find, by experience, the Author 
of our nature does not so much as pre* 

^ JVIilner's Essay, p. 76. 
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serve our lives exclusively of our own 
care and attention, to provide ourselves 
with» and to make use of, that sustenance, 
by which he has appointed our lives shall 
be preserved and without which he has 
appointed, they shall not be preserved at 
alL»« 

The husbandman sows his fields, though 
he knows that the concurrence of the rain, 
of the sun, and of the seasons, &c. are 
indispensably necessary to cause the seed 
to germinate and to ripen the corn. The 
Greeks elegantly expressed this connexion 
by representing a 'figure holding a plough 
with one hand, while the other was lifted 
up to heaven. 

Nor can the fact be otherwise satisfac- 
torily accounted for, that what is promised 
to be given in one part of scripture, is, in 
reference to this very influence, also com- 
manded in other parts, and is, therefore, 
our duty to seek, and without seeking, 
whatever it may please the great and 
sovereign Agent to do in some instances, 

* Bp. Butler's AnaL of Nat. and Reveal. Relig. c.ii. p. 46. 
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W6 are not justified in expecting the ac- 
complishment of what is promised. Of 
many proofs let the following suffice : 
" A new heart also will I give you, and 
a new spirit will I put within you ; and 
I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my sta- 
tutes, and ye shall keep my judgments 
and do them. And ye shall dwell in the 
land that I gave to your fathers," &c. &c. 
** Thus saith the Lord God j 1 will yet 
for this be inquired of by the house of 
Israel, to do it for them."^ 

This instance might suffice to show the 
impropriety of the objection ; but when 
the practical importance of the point 
contended for is borne in mind, I may 
well be excused in multiplying proofs. 

Surely, that Spirit for whom we are 
taught to pray ; after whom we are re- 
quired to walk \ whose influence we are 
commanded not to quench; and whom 

• Ezek. zxxvi. 25 — 37. Comp. ch. xviii. 31, &c. 
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we are not to grieve/ can never be sup- 
posed to supersede our efforts. So far 
from it, that it is adduced by St. Paul as 
one of the most forcible motives to dili- 
gence. " Work — for it is God who 
worketh in you, both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure."* 

Nor can the threatening, " My Spirit 
shall not always strive with man ;*' or 
the description of the Jews, " rebelling 
against, vexing, and always resisting the 
Holy Spirit," — resulting as their conduct 
did in the destruction of their civil and 
ecclesiastical polity and subsequent dis- 
persion among all nations ; — or the pos- 
sibility of being in some sense '^partakers 
of the Holy Ghost, and yet falling away ;'* 
and the '* sorer punishment which awaits 
those who have done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace ;"* — be viewed in any 
other light than as so many beacons 
erected at different points in the moral 

t » Lukexi.13. Rom. viii. ^ Gen. vi. 3. Isa. Iziii. 10. 

i 1. iThegs. V. 19. Eph. iy. Matt, xxiii. 37. Actsvii.51. 

I 30. Heb. vi. 4 — 6. Comp. yerse 

j « Phil, ii, 13. 9. Heb. x. 29. 
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history of man, to warn us of the conse- 
quences of such conduct. They are 
powerful appeals to our hopes and fears. 

Like causes, moreover, produce in this 
as in other instances, like eflFects. " That 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit ;'** — 
it bears a resemblance to its divine ori- 
ginal. The streams partake of the nature 
of the fountain : or, to adopt the reason- 
ing of St. James, *^ Doth a fountain send 
forth at the same place sweet water and 
bitter? Can the fig-tree, my brethren, 
bear olive berries ? either a vine figs ? 
So can no fountain both yield salt water 
and fresh. Who is a wise man and endued 
with knowledge among you? let him 
show out of a good conversation his 
works, with meekness of wisdom."^ 

The genuine tendency of the Spirit's in- 
fluence may not appear so conspicuously in 
a person whose disposition is constitution- 
ally rugged, though it smooths many of its 
asperities^ as in a person of a naturally ami- 
able one ; still, ** the wisdom that is from 

* John y.6. ^ James Ui. 11<— IS. 

H 
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above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocrisy. And the fruit of righte- 
ousness is sown in peace of them that 
make peace.**^ And " the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance/*'' 

I am far, however, from asserting, that 
without the sanctifying agency of the 
Holy Spirit, there can be no moral excel- 
lency whatever. For the page of history 
exhibits many an illustrious action per- 
formed by the heathen, worthy of the 
golden age of Christianity ; and even 
among the advocates of infidelity there 
may be " many worthy deeds done,** as 
here and there may possibly be seen a 
flower even on the margin of a sti^nant 
lake. The former^ by multiplying the 
objects of their veneration betwixt con- 
tending qualities, so divide the force of 
their motives as to deprive them of any 

« James iii. 17, 18. 7 Gal, v. W, 23. 
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moral advantage ; while the latter re- 
moving every motive, capable of effectu- 
ally, and under every circumstance, influ- 
encing the mind, necessarily leads, in its 
consequences, to an entire disruption of 
morals. It is not then in the arid desert 
of paganism ; nor in the frozen regions 
of infidelity, where we may naturally 
expect to meet with even moral excel- 
lency ; but in the warmer climate and 
more genial soil of Christianity. For it 
is there only that aid can be met with, 
which is necessary to its production and 
growth. Without the influence of the 
Spirit there can be no renouncing of self; 
no love to Christ ; no esteeming him 
^^ precious ;" no due estimate of him as 
" an unspeakable gift,** or of his " un- 
searchable riches ;" no choice of him as 
our " Mediator ;" and by consequence no 
genuine piety. 

Let it be granted that the Deity is ex- 
hibited on the page of revelation in an 
amiable light, and our duty to him is 
distinctly marked ; that its precepts in- 

H 2 
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elude the transactions between man and 
man ; that we are required to regard all 
the inhabitants of our earth, however 
distinguished from each other by natural 
or artificial circumstances, as members of 
one great family, that Jesus Christ is 
our Redeemer from the controlling power, 
love, and consequences of sin, and is also 
proposed to us as an example of patience, 
humility, benevolence, and charity ; and 
that, if we continue disobedient, it is on 
pain of suffering the divine displeasure ; 
— the position maintained must be grant- 
ed. Because, if the belief of an all-ob- 
serving Deity, of rewards, and punish- 
ments, are motives essential to the forma- 
tion and increase of virtuous habits and 
affections, it follows that such virtues and 
habits will be in exact proportion to the 
Force which the motives themselves have 
on the mind. And as the Holy Spirit 
ioes powerfully impress these motives, 
in all their ramifications, on the heart, 
his influence must, therefore, directly 
promote the interests of genuine piety. 
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And as, in journeying to some distant 
land, the promised aid of an experienced 
guide, or the protection of a powerful 
friend, inspires confidence and excites to 
activity ; so is it with the Christian in his 
earthly pilgrimage. He has a journey to 
perform ; his home is distant ; he travels 
through unknown and unfriendly climes ; 
he has foes to combat, the world, the 
flesh, and the devil ; he has difficulties to 
encounter, obstacles to surmount, snares 
to avoid ; and surrounded with the al- 
lurements of sense, how difficult is the 
enterprize I But the doctrine of divine 
influence wears the most friendly aspect 
towards him. It assures him, ** Greater 
is he that is in him, than he that is in the 
world." It stimulates him to renewed 
exertion. It brightens his prospects^ and 
assists him *^ to press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus ;" by enabling him to walk 
*'in all the ordinances and command- 
ments of the Lord blameless." The 
softly falling dews and the summer 
showers are not, then, more necessary to 
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the thirsty earth, than the influence of 
the Holy Spirit is to man. Nor are the 
verdure and fertility which those dews 
and showers promote, more ornamental 
and beneficial to the natural creation, 
than the effects of the Spirit's influence 
are to the moral universe. 

4, It justifies the expectation of the 
Juture triumph of Christianity, and the 
harmony of the world. 

The moral history of mankind is one 
of deep interest to the Christian philoso- 
pher. Whether he is directed by the 
clear and strong light of revelation, as 
the magi were by the star ; or whether 
he ascends by the several streams of his- 
tory, of literature, of the arts and sciences, 
he arrives, in both cases, at the East^ as 
the common source. And regarding the 
narrative of Moses as a record otJactSf 
he finds the natural and moral history of 
man to have been coeval, as they have since 
been inseparably connected. Following 
the course of events from that period, and 
marking the manner in which they have 



DIVINE AGENCY. 151 

been brought about, he clearly perceives 
that, in all the great changes and moral 
improvements which have been effected. 
Providence has invariably paved the 
way. 

The preservation of Moses, who was 
to be the leader and legislator of Israel, 
his adoption by Pharaoh's daughter, and 
his education ; — the barbarity and oppres- 
sion exercised by the Egyptians} — the 
sufferings and consequent readiness of the 
Israelites to depart at midnight out of 
Egypt, were but so many steps prepara- 
tory to their receiving of that law, which 
was to regulate their conduct, and of 
those ordinances which were to direct 
them in their worship of the one living 
aihd true God ; and, by prefiguring, to 
prepare the nation for the coming of the 
Messiah. 

When, again, they had relapsed into 
the idolatrous worship of Baal, a drought 
of "three years and six months" con- 
tinuance, and a consequent "sore famine/' 
reduced them to extremities, the nation 
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assembled by the divine command ai 
Mount Carmel, there, through the in- 
strumentality of Elijah, publicly re- 
nounced Baal, and as publicly recognised 
Jehovah to be their God. 

Whether Cyrus, during his expedition 
into Syria and Palestine, seeing the deso- 
lations of Judea, was anxious to restore 
the captive Jews to their own land, for the 
purpose of cultivating it, and of increasing 
the strength and riches of his empire ; or 
was anxious to meet the wishes of his fa- 
vourite minister the prophet Daniel, is 
immaterial, since, it is certain, " the Lord 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of 
Persia, to issue a proclamation for the 
building of the temple at Jerusalem."® 

The decree of the Roman emperor led 
Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem to be en- 
rolled ; where the prophecies received 
their fulfilment, and the Saviour of the 
world was born. At his appearing, 
learning, and " philosophy so called," had 
risen to a height and splendour unattained 

B Ezra ul,i; and Prideaux's Connect. toI. i. p. 172-3. 
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before. All political power centered in 
the one Csesar Augustus,^ The pro- 
vinces were placed under the care and 
administration of either the proconsols of 
the senate, or the legates and procurators 
of the emperor, and were thus associated 
together in the bond of amity ; while 
their skill and munificence, aided by 
manual labour, provided an easy and 
ready access to all parts of the empire. 
All which facilitated the propagation of 
that gospel, by the preaching of which, 
the Spirit won multitudes to the faith. 

Now, these instances may suffice to 
show, that the Holy Spirit is, by his 
agency in providence, the precursor to 
the manifestations of his grace. 

When, therefore, the invention and im- 
provements in the art of printing are 
duly considered, the increasing facilities 
of communication between nation and 
nation, arising from both scientific and 
natural causes; — the desire openly ex- 
pressed, or tacitly implied, in the conduct 

' Mosh. Commenta. vol. i. begin. Vidal*s Transla. 

h5 
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of idolatrous or superstitious nations ; — 
the simultaneous efforts making in nearly- 
all civilized countries, for the diffusion of 
knowledge ; — and the movement of all 
Christendom in behalf of those " sitting 
in darkness and in the region and shadow 
of death ;*' — these amount to a proba- 
bilitj) at least, that some great improve- 
ment, some great moral and spiritual 
change is about to be effected by that 
Spirit, who has ever worked by means of 
human agency. The psalmist and the 
apostle drew their inference from circum- 
stances, ^ and why, with the same evi- 
dence, should not we ? 
• " If we divide the regions of the world 
into thirty equal parts, the Christian's part 
is only osjivef the Mohammedan's as six, the 
idolator's as nineteen ; whence we have 
reason to conclude, that there is yet a 
time to come, before the consummation 
of all things, in which our Saviour will 
yet once more display the victorious ban- 
ner of his cross ; and like a mighty man 

> Ps. cii.l4. Phil. i. 7. 
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of war, march on, conquering and to 
conquer, till be hath confounded or con- 
verted his enemies ; and finally consum<i> 
mated his victories in a glorious triumph 
over all the powers of the earth, and 
made all nations, tongues, and languages 
to serve him/'^ 

On a point, however, in which the 
welfare of the human race is so deeply 
involved, we are not left to probability 
only. The spiritual empireof the Redeemer 
is to be so extended, that the accessions 
made to it will, in number, resemble the 
dewdrops of a summer s morning. Since, 
were there no prophecies to bear out the 
inference, the commission originally given, 
" Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature,** having 
never been repealed, justifies every exer- 
tion that can be made, and assures us 
that ^' our labour shall not be in vain in 
the Lord/' 



* Whitbj*s Appendix to p. 247, and Senn. 143, p. 
Rom. xi. See also Abp. 274. 
Tillot. Serm. 139, vol. iii. 
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But it is expressly affirmed, " he shall 
have dominion also from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the 
earth :" " yea, all kings shall fall down 
before him :" — " all nations shall serve 
bim ;" — ^^all nations shall call him bless- 
ed.**^ — "Kings shall be thy nursing-fa^ 
thers, and their queens thy nursing- mo- 
thers}" — "the Lord shall be king over 
all the earth ;*' — " from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down of the same, 
my name shall be great among the gen- 
tiles ; and in every place incense shall be 
offered unto my name, and a pure offer- 
ing ; for my name shall be great among 
the heathen, saith the Lord of Hosts/'^ 

These and similar expressions are con- 
stantly to be met with in reading the 
Scriptures. And, as there is no period 
of the Christian church wherein they 
have yet been fulfilled, even they who con- 
tend against a double sense of prophecy, 
must, it would seem, admit some things 

' Fs. Ixzii. 8, 11, 17. * Isa. xlix. 23. Zech. xir^ 

9. Mai. i. 11. 
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remain to be accomplished. Of this it 
seems scarcely possible to entertain a 
doubt. For St. Paul, in the eleventh 
chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, 
referring to the rejection of the Jews, 
and to the advantages accruing thereby 
to the Gentiles, asks, ^' If the fall of them 
be the riches of the world, and the di- 
minishing of them the riches of the Gen- 
tiles; — how much more their fulness f^ 
" If the casting away of them be the 
reconciling of the world,— ee?Aa< shall the 
receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead ?" — and concludes ** that blindness 
in part has happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in."^ 

Now, supposing this epistle to have 
been written about the year fifty-eight,^ 
i. e. some twelve years before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem ; it appears that the 
prophecies relating to the calling of the 
Jews, and " the entering in (cialXOp) of the 

* Rom. xi. If, 25. * SceLarduer's Works, vol 

vi. p. 646—649. 
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fulness of the Gentiles,*' '^ were not accom- 
plished then, and consequently are not 
accomplished yet. Nor " are the king- 
doms of this world yet become the king- 
dom of our Lord, and of his Christ."® 
Whence it may be concluded that the 
closing scenes of Providence towards our 
earth, will be the manhood of Christi- 
anity ; that the tree of life planted " in the 
beginning" of the world, will bear its 
fruit more abundantly at its close ; or, to 
invert the order of the poetic ages, if the 
patriarchal was the iron, the Mosaic the 
brazen, the apostolical the silver, the 
future will be the golden age of Chris- 
tianity. 

Whether the Jews shall ever, as a 
nation, literally return to their own land 
is immaterial to the present argument ; 
since if they do, it is certain they will 
return, not as unbelieving Jews, but as 
believing Christians, bowing to the autho- 
rity of their and of our Messiah. 

^ Rom.xi.25. Comp.Gr. ^ Rev. zi. 15. 

of Heb. ix. 12, &c. 
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Nor does the writer by any means in- 
tend to convey an idea of what has been 
designated, the personal or visible reign 
of Christ on earth, as inferred by some 
from the following words. " They lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years." 
" They shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thou- 
sand years." ^ For neither the verb 
** reign," nor the preposition rendered 
" with," justify, in his estimation, the 
conclusion drawn from them. That the 
verb reign does not imply any personal 
or visible appearance on earth is apparent 
from the prophetic testimony of the angel 
to Mary, when announcing the duration 
of it. " He shall reign over the house 
of J^coh for ever ; and of his kingdom, 
(reign^) there shall be no end!^^ And 
that it is not implied in the preposition 
rendered "with" appears no less clear, 
since it is well known that /icra with a 



» Rev. XX. 4, 6. the four Gosp. Dissert, v. 

" See Dr. Campb. Notes on part i. p. 136. 

« Luke i. 33. 
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genitive signifies not only together with 
as in Matt. i. 23 ; ii. 3, 1 1, &c., but also 
by means of, as Matt, xxvii. 66, Acts xiii. 
17, xiv. 27, XV. 4, 1 Tim. iv. 14.^ 
The latter sense seems the more proper 
here. 

The notion of his visible reign on 
earth might, indeed, be urged at the time 
in favour of "pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land," and might excite in the visitants 
those soft emotions, founded on the best 
feelings of our nature, so beautifully de- 
scribed by Milton j* but could be of no 
spiritual advantage to the church at large, 
since his appearance in one country would 



' Vide Schleus. Lex. sub. voce, No. 7, and Park. No. 6. 
^ . . . . '* Here I oould frequent 

With worship place by place where he vouchsaf 'd 

Presence Divine ; and to my sons relate 

On this mount he appeared ; under this tree 

Stood visible ; among these pines his voice 

I heard ; here with him at this fountain talked : 

So many grateful altars I would rear 

Of grassy turf, and pile up every stone 

Of lustre from the brook, in memory 

Or monument to ages; and thereon 

Offer sweet-smelling gums, and fruits, and flowers.'' 

Paradise Lost, B. ii. Sl7, 327. 
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not benefit those of his people who re- 
sided in others. " The presence of Christ 
in this kingdom shall, no doubt, be glori- 
ous and evident ; yet I dare not so much 
as imagine (which some ancients seem to 
have thought) that it should be a visible 
converse upon earth. For the kingdom 
of Christ ever hath been, and shall be 
regnum coBlorum, a kingdom, whose 
throne and kingly residence is in heaven. 
There he was installed * when he sat 
down on the right hand of the majesty on 
high,' Heb. i., and there, as in his proper 
temple, is continually, * to appear in the 
presence of his Father to make interces- 
sion for us,' Rom. viii. 31, with Heb. 
ix. 24." ' 

But, as Christianity did triumph over 
all other systems, when it was first propa- 
gated, so will it gain the ascendancy over 
idolatry, superstition. Paganism, Moham- 
medanism, and every antichristian heresy. 
The knowledge of the true God will be 
spread, his worship be established, and 

^ Mede'8 Works, Bookiii. ch. 12, p. 603. 
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his honours be acknowledged in the world. 
The Mediator's dignity, glory, and offices 
will be proclaimed and hailed with delight. 
The refreshing and sanctifying influences 
of the Spirit will be the subject of anxious 
desire and devout prayer. Instead of the 
desolating influence of infidelity, *^ the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose ;*' and Christianity be publicly recog- 
nized " as the pillar of society, the safe- 
guard of nations, and the parent of social 
order.'* The Scriptures will be listened 
to as the voice of inspiration, be regarded 
as the standard of religion and morals, 
and every work written on these subjects 
will bow to their authority as the sheaves 
of Joseph's brethren did to his sheaf; or 
will receive a tincture from them as a 
stream of water does from the prevailing 
chemical substance over which it passes. 

And, though I am far from even hint- 
ing at the possibility of perfection in this 
life, we are authorised from the Scriptures 
themselves, as well as from what Christi- 
anity has donCf to maintain that selfishness 
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will expand into the broad feeling of 
" doing to others, as we would they 
should do to us," if placed in their situa- 
tion. Let this be effected, and the ame- 
lioration of all, moving within its sphere, 
follows as a natural consequence. The 
benign influence of Christianity will 
elevate the tone of moral feeling, breathe 
in the enactments of legislatures, perfume 
alike the cottage and the mansion, and 
will foster, other things being equal, ele- 
gance without luxury, eminence in the 
professions without dissipation, and pro- 
ficiency in science without scepticism. 

An identity in knowledge, or in views 
upon every subject is, perhaps, not even 
desirable in this sluggish world, and cer- 
tainly not to be expected, since the capa- 
cities, education, prejudices, station, and 
habits of men can never be the same. 
But inasmuch as each will be characterized 
by the common appellation of Christian, 
will '^ hold the same head," will be influ- 
enced by the same motives, and will 
cheerfully recognize their relation to " the 
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brotherhood ;" doubtless, the period will 
arrive when the exercise of Christian 
forbearance and humility will become 
general ; when men will " endeavour to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace ;" when it will be fully exem- 
plified that " the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost ;" when 
the force of that memorable sentence of 
St. Paul, " God hath made of one blood 
all nations of men,'' will be deeply felt ; 
when the spirit of the early Christians 
will be revived, so far, at least, as relates 
to their "oneness of heart j"^ when a 
manly, and rational, because scriptural reli- 
gion will supplant all others ; and when 
the frozen regions of Russia will be united 
to the burning sands of Africa, and the 
British Island to all the other vast domi- 
nions of the world, not by commerce 
only, but by the bond of Christian amity. 
For what Christianity does now upon a 
small scale, in gently dropping the oil of 

* Acts ir. 32. 
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consolation into the wounded heart, in 
softening the hard bed of affliction, stimu- 
lating in adversity, balancing in prospe- 
rity, supporting in the hour of dissolu- 
tion, and in finally ** opening the king- 
dom of heaven to all believers ;" she will 
then perform upon a large scale. Be- 
cause the life, power, and continuance of 
religion in persons being the result of the 
Spirit's influence on the heart, the preva- 
lence of it in the world must be attributed 
to the same cause ; and indeed is the 
express testimony of prophecy. 

** Upon the land of my people shall 
come up thorns and briars ; yea, upon all 
the houses of joy in the joyous city: 
because the palaces shall be forsaken : the 
multitude of the city shall be left, the 
forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, 
a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks ; 
until the Spirit be poured upon us from 
on highy and the wilderness be a fruitful 
field, and the fruitful field be counted for 
a fore^. Then judgment shall dwell in 
the wilderness, and righteousness remain 
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in the fruitful field. And the work of 
righteousness shall be peace; and the 
effect of righteousness quietness and as- 
surance for ever."^ 

Let, therefore, the rising generation, 
scattered over the face of the globe, be 
instructed in those branches of know- 
ledge, which are suitable to their station 
in life, and especially in the principles of 
Christianity. Let the word of God be 
translated into the vernacular language, 
and be distributed among the various 
tribes which compose the great family of 
man. Let missionaries be well educated, 
be " mighty in the Scriptures," and be 
made, as far as possible, acquainted with 
the manners and customs, domestic, civil, 
and religious, of the persons to whom 
they are sent, and among whom they are 
to labour. Let knowledge be diffused by 
all and every means in our power. Let 
the facilities, arising from the recent dis- 
coveries and improvements in science, so 
rapidly increasing in the present day, of 

^ Isa. zxsii. 13—17. 
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nation communicating with nation, be 
made to tell^ as in commerce, so in making 
known the all-important fact, "This is 
life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent."® 

These will, indeed, be only as the sow- 
ing of the seed, but then the gracious 
influence of the Almighty Spirit, descend- 
ing upon it, will cause it to spring up and 
produce a golden harvest, in some nations 
" thirty-fold, and some sixty, and some 
an hundred :"^ when the divine fiat shall 
go forth, " Arise, shine ; for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee."^ 

5. It will finally develops individual 
character. 

The state of man is constantly repre- 
sented in the Scriptures as a state of im- 
becility in reference to all spiritual things. 
And the scheme of redemption is as 

® John xvii. 3. * Isa. Ix. 1. 

9 Mark iv. 20. 
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constantly represented to be a design set 
on foot to meet the case. Nay, as far as 
inan is concerned^ it is based on this very 
consideration. Accordingly, it originated 
in the love of God, was executed by the 
Son, and its blessings are secured to us 
by the operations of the Holy Spirit. 
Man is therefore entirely dependant. 
Thus far all is clear. But from these 
premises an inference is sometimes drawn, 
which, in the estimation of the writer, is 
only partially just. The inference is this, 
— since the Holy Spirit must originate all, 
must enlighten the understanding, must 
dispose the heart, therefore all that man 
can do is of no avail ; it must begin with 
the Spirit. This I call only partially 
just. It does not distinguish between 
duty and privilege; between the part 
which devolves upon the Spirit, and the 
part which devolves upon man. These 
are perfectly distinct. 

The prophet Isaiah, it is true, opens 
his sixty -fifth chapter with these words : 
** I am sought of them that asked not for 
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me ; I am found of them that sought me 
not : I said, Behold me, behold me, unto 
a nation that was not called by my name." 
But the very terms he useu, as well as 
the application of them by St. Paul to the 
first calling of the Gentiles, Rom. x. 20, 
prove in what, sense they are to be un- 
derstood. As applied to them^ whether 
then, or in any subsequent period, they 
are strictly and literally true. When, 
however, the gospel has been introduced 
among them ; when its glad tidings have 
saluted their ears ; when they have heard 
its invitation^ addressed to them; then 
the words become at once inapplicable. 
For, " Faith cometh by hearings and 
hearing by the word of God."* Before 
the gospel was introduced among them, 
it was physically impossible they could 
believe : for " How shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard ?" In all 
such cases the rule of judgment is stated 
by St. Paul, Rom. ii. 12, 15. The /aw 
there referred to being the written law. 

« Rom. X. 17. 
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No sooner, however, is the gospel pro- 
pounded to them, than, agreeably to the 
tenour of Scripture, to seek, to believe, 
to embrace, to obey it, becomes their im- 
perative duty ; or unbelief is no sin. 
What is true of them is, of course, true 
of all others, who possess, or might pos- 
sess, the means of grace. On this point 
there is no neutral ground. The divine 
message is either cordially embraced, or 
slightingly rejected. Upon this rejection 
the condemnatio7i of men is /bunded. 
This appears, on an examination of the 
whole of the Scriptures, to be the footing 
on which thei/ place it. 

** Because I have called, and ye re- 
fused } I have stretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded; but ye have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would none 
of my reproof : I also will laugh at your 
calamity ; 1 will mock when your fear 
eometh ; when your fear cometh as deso- 
lation, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind ; when distress and anguish 
cometh upon you. Then shall they call 
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upon me, but I will not answer : they 
shall seek me earlj, but they shall not 
find me : for that they hated knowledge ^ 
mid did not choose the fear of the Lord ; 
they would none of ray counsel ; they 
despised all my reproof. Therefore shall 
they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
atid be filled with their own devices."^ 

" They rebelled and vexed his Holy 
Spirit, therefore he was turned to be their 
enemy."* — "O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself, but in me i& thy help found/*^ — 
*' This is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil."^ In the ninth chapter of the 
Romans, St. Paul draws a broad line of 
demarcation, which is much more obvious 
in the original than can be made in a 
translation. What "if God, willing to 



' Pro7. i. 24 — 31. * Hosea xiii. 9. Comp. 

* Isa. Iziii 10. Comp. Isa. Micah. ii. 7, Luke xi. 34r— 

Izv. 2, to the close of ver. 7, 36. 

*< There/ore will I measure/' * John iii, 19, and the 

bus. Scriptures pasitim. 
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shew his wrath, and to make his power 
known, endured with much long suffer- 
ing the vessels of wrath fitted to destruc- 
tion : and that he might make known the 
riches of his glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto 
glory. "^ 

In the^e words the apostle assures us 
that the vessels of wrath "fit themselves ;'' 
for the term is in the middle voice, and 
besides cannot agree with the word 
" God," either in number or gender ; (^He 
does not, therefore, ^fit them ;) moreover, 
God *^ hears'' with them, and that, too 
" with rmLch long-suffering.'' Their de- 
struction is therefore entirely owing to 
themselves, fiut, when the apostle speaks 
of "the vessels of mercy," he employs a 
very different phraseology. These God 
himself prepares beforehand for his glory ; 
or in the words of the same apostle, 
" He makes them meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light.^'® 



^ Rom. ix. ii, 23. manner this ia effected see 

* Col. i. Vt ; and in what Horn. ix. 31, 32. 
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Whence I infer, that man will not, at 
the last day, be condemned because he had 
not atoned for his sins, and had not re^- 
newed his own mmdy hut beca^ise he had 
neglected the means, or, which is in effect 
the same thing, had neither applied to 
the Redeemer for . pardon, nor to the 
Spirit for .renovation ; agreeably to the 
command of our Lord, Luke xi. 9 — 13. 

Difficulties, on such a mysterious sub- 
ject especially, may, doubtless, be started ; 
but if this be the Scripture view of it, 
then no objection can be valid against 
that which has previously been proved to 
be true* The entire dependence of man 
upon the Spirit of all grace is established. 
The value, importance, and connexion of 
the means appointed with the end are 
clear. The distinction between duty and 
privilege is marked with the utmost pre- 
cision. And the moral character of man, 
in reference to the Deity ^ isfully developed. 
Ample provision is made, the invitations 
are sent ; but, unbelief, voluntary igno- 
rance, li^tlessness, pride, the love of the 
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world, separately or collectively, steel the 
heart, dim the eye, and stop the ear. The 
trial is made. Death arrives. Judgment 
follows. And last of all, the punishment. 
For ^^ it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God," in such aggra- 
vated circumstances. Grace, wisdom, 
love, and power, ungratefully, heedlessly 
^lighted, and the fairest opportunities un- 
improved, and — now, lost for ever. 

On the other hand, the means have 
been used. The divine blessing has been 
sought ; and " being in the way the Lord 
met with him."^ Refreshed and encou- 
raged here, death at length opens the gate, 
and the immortal spirit, entering into 
that wondrous region, whose atmosphere 
is light, purity and love, joins " the general 
assembly and church of the first born," 
till the day when ^^the Lord of Hosts 
shall make up his jewels ;" and so shall 
all such "be ever with the Lord." Then 
fixing their strong and immortal eye upon 
" his face,** they like 

" The rapt seraph will adore and bam." 
' Gen. xxiv. 27. 
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" The Spirit^ and the bride say, come. 
And let him that heareth, say, come. 
And let him that is athirst, come. And 
whosoever will, let him take of the water 
of life freely."^ 

• Kev.xxii. 17. 



THE END. 
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